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cial group—in this case, the profession of
librarianship—to maintain itself in its exist-
ing form.

The seventh part, “The Adaptive Sub-
system,” consists of articles on the identifi-
cation of research needs, new directions,
roles, and technological applications.

This is an excellent selection of articles
contained within a meaningful and coher-
ent framework which reflects the full range
and variety of library and information ser-
vices. This volume is recommended for
study by graduate students in library and
information sciences and for practicing li-
brarians interested in their continuing pro-
fessional development and desiring a fresh
new look and perspective for a field that
too often exhibits characteristics hidebound
by tradition.—Michael B. Binder, Head Li-
brarian, Clinch Valley College of the Uni-
versity of Virginia, Wise.
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From 1935 to 1965 Australian libraries
expanded rapidly; the enormous growth
after years of virtual stagnation was record-
ed in John Balnaves’ Australian Libraries,
published in 1966. Although the events of
the past eight years are in no way com-
parable, they have been substantial enough
to warrant a second edition, completely re-
vised and rewritten by John Balnaves and
Peter Biskup. Balnaves, formerly head of
the Bibliographical Services Section of the
National Library of Australia, is now prin-
cipal lecturer in librarianship at the Can-
berra College of Advanced Education,
where Biskup serves as senior lecturer in
librarianship.

Even though the book, a historical and
structural account of the growth of Austra-
lian libraries from colonial days to the pres-
ent, is twice the length of the first edition,
it is still concise, well organized, and very
readable. The authors were careful to point
out in the preface that the increase in
length is not a sign of a “more detailed
treatment,” but an indication of the contin-
uing growth of Australian libraries. Other
factors contributing to this increase are the
larger, more agreeable typeface, and the
useful addition of “further reading” to each
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chapter. Three chapters have been added
on school, archives and manuscripts, and
state libraries.

Most expansion in recent years has been
in the area of public and school library ser-
vice, bringing the Australians closer to their
goal of national coverage. Colleges of Ad-
vanced Education have emerged, while the
creation of new universities has leveled off.
The emphasis has shifted to consolidation
and utilization of existing resources. This
new era of stabilized growth has freed
Australian librarians to exploit international
data bases and to develop national ones. As
in the old edition, the authors make com-
parisons with the library scene in English-
speaking parts of the globe.

Careful attention has been paid to the
reviews of the first edition, and their factual
and editorial recommendations have been
incorporated into the revised text. The map
in the original edition, described by one re-
viewer as inadequate, has been omitted
from the revised text, a serious oversight.
Now the only map appears on the dust
jacket, to which'readers do not always have
access.

Throughout the second edition substan-
tial use is made of acronyms that are not
necessarily connected, when first used, with
the full name, which can be frustrating. On
page 37 the acronym “STISEC” appears re-
ferring to a committee, but nowhere on
this page or on those preceding it is the
committee’s full name given; this shows up
later. If, however, Australian Libraries is
directed toward a national market, this pre-
sents no problem. Nor does the fact that the
two internal territories of Australia, the
Capital Territory and the Northern Terri-
tory, could be discussed more fully in the
first chapter. The authors state in the pref-
ace that they do not intend to cover Papua
and New Guinea, but give no indication
that they will neglect the Northern Terri-
tory, which is only mentioned briefly in a
couple of places. Those unfamiliar with
Australia may not realize that this is an ex-
ceedingly isolated and underdeveloped
area.

Any librarian planning to immigrate to
Australia or to work there should read this
book. The authors in their conclusion chide
most Australian librarians for emphasizing
“the inadequacies rather than the achieve-
ments of their library systems.” This is a




fault that they do not share, for a sense of
pride in the accomplishments of the Austra-
lian library field is evident, more so perhaps
than in the first edition.—Judith Cannan,
Associate Librarian, Serials Department,
Cornell University Libraries, Ithaca, New
York.
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