
sume tha t the a u t h o r has r ead tha t m a n y 
English p o r n o g r a p h i c books. T h e selective 
list, however , does n o t restrict itself t o Eng-
lish works; it includes wi thou t apology writ-
ings in La t in , I ta l ian , G e r m a n , a n d French , 
as well as t rans la t ions f r o m most of those 
languages in add i t ion to Chinese, Arabic , 
Persian, a n d Sanskrit . Even so, fewer t h a n 
150 titles ou t of the " h a r d core" of 2,000 
are so m u c h as m e n t i o n e d by n a m e any-
where in the book, a n d the omissions a re 
as significant as the inclusions. H o w can 
any study profess to deal wi th the impac t 
of the erotica theme on Anglo-American 
letters while ignor ing the wri t ings of Casa-
nova, Bran tome , Poggio, Rabelais , Margare t 
of Navar re , Boccaccio, Balzac, a n d so on 
a n d on? If it is ob jec ted tha t these are n o t 
English, one may p o i n t ou t tha t they have 
all been t rans la ted , a n d this is more t h a n 
can be said of cer ta in of the inclusions in 
the "Bib l iography ." Bu t a dir ty story is a 
dir ty story in any language, a n d in fact the 
U r q u h a r t - M o t t e u x t rans la t ion of Rabelais , 
for example , is etymologically far more An-
glo-Saxon t h a n any r e n d e r i n g of de Sade 
tha t comes to m i n d . 

T o anyone who has no t read R a l p h Ginz-
burg ' s Unhurried View of Erotica this re-
view may seem u n d u l y harsh if n o t in fact 
carp ing . I mus t confess tha t ne i t he r the 
book itself n o r the m u d d l e d pu rpose tha t 
p r o m p t e d its wr i t ing just if ied as m u c h space 
as has been given here. A t ruly usefu l work 
on the subject of po rnography , if ever o n e 
is wr i t ten , will cer tainly not rely on sly 
r ep r in t ings of permissible excerpts tha t 
promise more delectable passages to the 
reader w h o is able to fer re t ou t the com-
ple te t ex t .—Roland Baughman, Head of 
Special Collections, Columbia University 
Libraries. 

A Model for Small College 
Library Surveys 
The Alma College Library: A Survey, by 

R i c h a r d B. Ha rwe l l a n d R o b e r t L. T a l -
madge . Chicago: T h e Amer ican L ib ra ry 
Association, 1958. 41p. $2.00. 

T h o u g h surveys of l ibraries of na t iona l 
impor t ance a t t rac t the a t t en t i on of aler t li-

brar ians , it is unusua l for a survey of a 
l ibrary of lesser r a n k to be of m u c h in-
terest to anybody outs ide the ins t i tu t ion ' s 
own const i tuency. T h e survey of the A lma 
College Libra ry is an except ion . I t is ex-
cept iona l because it deals wi th the all too 
common case of the u n d e r n o u r i s h e d small 
college l ibrary, a case which will cause in-
creasing concern as small colleges are called 
u p o n to assume a greater share of the bur-
den of the growing college enro l lmen t . I t 
is except ional , too, because it is so well 
d o n e tha t it can serve as a mode l fo r o the r 
small college l ibraries in need of appra isa l . 

C o n d u c t e d u n d e r the auspices of the 
Amer ican Library Association by the exec-
u t ive secretary of the Association of College 
a n d Research Librar ies a n d the associate 
d i rector of l ibraries of the Univers i ty of 
Kansas, the survey was " p a r t of a p rog ram 
of long-range p l a n n i n g u n d e r way on the 
campus of Alma College." In l ine wi th this 
purpose , the r epo r t describes a n d evaluates 
the present status of the l ibrary a n d offers 
bo th immed ia t e a n d long-range recommen-
dat ions . 

T h e descr ip t ion a n d eva lua t ion are de-
tai led e n o u g h to be thoroughly convinc ing 
of the need for remedia l measures. T h e rec-
o m m e n d a t i o n s are concrete e n o u g h to serve 
as a good b l u e p r i n t for act ion. A n d the 
whole is p resen ted in a r emarkab ly lucid 
style, a style which is persuasive in itself. 

W h a t the Alma College Library needs 
most of all is money. H a v i n g suffered 
t h rough a pe r iod of i n a d e q u a t e s u p p o r t it 
mus t now be given n o t only a p r o p e r an-
n u a l budge t b u t also emergency appropr i a -
t ions. Dea l ing wi th one aspect of the l ibrary 
a f t e r ano the r , the surveyors demons t r a t e 
serious weaknesses which requ i re emergency 
t r ea tmen t . 

Appra i sa l of the collections on the basis 
of a genera l examina t ion , a care fu l scrut iny 
of shelves in the re ference r o o m a n d in the 
active section of the stacks, a n d by sample 
checking against the L a m o n t catalog, re-
sults in the conclusion tha t of a recorded 
total of sixty t housand volumes only a b o u t 
a th i rd are usefu l for the presen t curric-
u l u m of the college. Vigorous weed ing a n d 
vigorous acquis i t ion are b o t h in order . Fo r 
a s tart of the weeding p rog ram the survey-
ors offer examples of long out-of-date titles 
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in the re fe rence collection a n d es t imate the 
percen tage of volumes in each of the L C 
classification schedules which should be re-
moved immedia te ly . T o s t r eng then the col-
lect ion they r e c o m m e n d a substant ia l ly in-
creased a n n u a l b u d g e t for books a n d peri-
odicals a n d an add i t i ona l a m o u n t to be al-
lo t ted over a five year pe r iod fo r the pur-
pose of filling in p resen t gaps. 

T h e per iodica l subscr ip t ion list is m o r e 
near ly adequa te , b u t a serious a r rea rage in 
b i n d i n g justifies immed ia t e a l locat ion of ad-
d i t iona l f u n d s a n d staff to m a k e the col-
lect ion usable . 

T h e b u i l d i n g does n o t p rov ide e n o u g h 
space for books or readers . I t is una t t rac -
tive, inefficient, lacking in such basic ne-
cessities as pub l i c rest rooms a n d a d r i n k i n g 
f o u n t a i n . Clearly a new bu i ld ing is a n o t h e r 
essential. T h e survey offers n o de ta i led rec-
o m m e n d a t i o n s b u t it does suggest i m p o r t a n t 
factors to be cons idered in p l a n n i n g , e.g., 
the cost of a new bookstack as against the 
difficulties of des igning a n a p p r o p r i a t e 
b u i l d i n g a r o u n d the presen t one . 

T h e surveyors ra te the staff devo ted a n d 
compe ten t b u t m u c h too small. Consis t ing 
of two professionals, o n e hal f - t ime non-
professional , all on a n i n e - m o n t h basis, a n d 
a b o u t 1,000 hours of s tuden t assistance, the 
staff is m u c h smaller t h a n those of cer ta in 
midwes te rn l iberal ar ts colleges used for 
compar ison . Even more convinc ing t h a n 
this compar i son is the evidence t h r o u g h o u t 
the r epo r t of jobs le f t u n d o n e (cataloging 
arrearages, n o wi thd rawa l of catalog cards 
fo r lost books, n o weeding, too few exhibi ts , 
etc.). T o improve the staff the surveyors 
offer r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s which inc lude n o t 
only detai ls on wha t pe r sonne l should be 
h i red , a t w h a t salary, a n d when , b u t also 
suggest j ob assignments. 

Dea l ing wi th l ibrary gove rnmen t , l ibrary 
use, a n d technical processes, the survey pro-
vides m a n y m o r e suggestions just as specific: 

T h e surveyors r e c o m m e n d tha t a n n u a l 
r e p o r t i n g be i n a u g u r a t e d . 

For obvious reasons, the same set of 
"Exercises" should n o t be used in English 
12 m o r e o f t e n t h a n every f o u r t h year. 

A large r u b b e r s t amp r e a d i n g "Wi th -
d r a w n F r o m the A lma College L ib ra ry" 
should be used inside the covers of all 
books discarded which bear any m a r k of 
the l ibrary 's ownersh ip . 

T h e inclus ion of such detai ls in the sur-
vey inevi tably suggests t ha t lack of ade-
q u a t e financial suppor t , serious t h o u g h it 
is, is n o t Alma 's only p rob lem. 

Howeve r tha t may be, these how-to-do-it 
suggestions a re useful . T h e y fit neat ly i n to 
a p a t t e r n which makes this survey a good 
mode l fo r act ion. T h e p a t t e r n leads logi-
cally f r o m : (1) Sound me thods fo r evaluat-
ing the several aspects of a l ibrary—finan-
cial suppor t , collections, staff, services, use, 
gove rnmen t , a n d b u i l d i n g — t o (2) Genera l 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s fo r improvemen t—inc lud -
ing budge t , staff, a n d t ime schedu le—and fi-
nally to (3) Specific devices to s t imula te an 
immed ia t e start on the j o b . — P a t r i c i a B. 
Knapp, Wayne State University. 

West Virginia Imprints 
West Virginia Imprints, 1790-1863; a Check-

list of Books, Newspapers, Periodicals, 
and Broadsides. Ed i t ed by Delf N o r o n a . 
Compi l ed by Delf N o r o n a a n d Char les 
Shel ter . Moundsvi l le , W . Va., Wes t Vir-
g in ia L ib ra ry Association, 1958. Publica-
t ion N o . 1. 316 p. illus. $7.50. 

T h e Wes t Virg in ia L ib ra ry Association, 
in sponsor ing this pub l i ca t ion has per-
f o r m e d a service for s tudents in te res ted in 
the history of p r i n t i n g a n d pub l i sh ing in 
tha t state. T h e work covers the pe r iod f r o m 
the b e g i n n i n g of p r i n t i n g in Wes t Vir iginia 
un t i l i t became a separa te state. I t is based 
on the Amer i can I m p r i n t s Inventory , Check 
List of West Virginia Imprints, 1791-1830, 
pub l i shed in 1940, a n d a subsequen t list 
compi led by Boyd Stut ler . T h e p resen t vol-
u m e adds " a b o u t forty-five i t ems" to the 
previous lists for the pe r iod to 1830 a n d 
o n e t h o u s a n d i tems fo r the 1831-1863 pe-
r iod . 

T h e work is d iv ided in to two parts , the 
first of which, cover ing books, pamphle t s , 
a n d broadsides, is a r r anged a lphabet ica l ly 
by a u t h o r ; the second, devoted to news-
pape r s a n d periodicals, is a r r anged by place 
of pub l i ca t ion a n d by title. A tota l of 1,437 
i tems is inc luded . Ent r ies c o n f o r m to cus-
tomary ca ta loging pract ice, except tha t in 
m a n y cases the a u t h o r en t ry must , in a 
sense, be " m a d e u p . " L o n g titles a re fre-
quen t ly shor tened , b u t i m p r i n t i n f o r m a t i o n 
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