
By A L P H O N S E F . T R E Z Z A 

Philadelphia, First A C R L Chapter 
Mr. Trezza, head of the Circulation De-

partment, University of Pennsylvania Li-
brary, is president of the Philadelphia Chap-
ter of ACRL. 

IN J U N E OF 1950 the Special Libraries 
Association formally dissolved its na-

tional University and College group. Many 
of the local chapters of the Special Library 
Association had active University and Col-
lege groups and these local groups were 
faced with the serious problem of deciding 
what their future would be. In Philadel-
phia, the University and College group ap-
pointed a Reorganization Committee to con-
sider its future. T h e Committee sent out a 
questionnaire in April 195 1 with the fol-
lowing five suggested courses of action and 
the implications of each: 

"i. Become an independent, local group. 
This would entail the development of a 

full program of meetings, projects, etc., as 
well as sufficient dues to finance the meet-
ings, programs, etc. It would also mean 
the establishment of 'another library as-
sociation.' 
"2. Affiliate with the Pennsylvania Library 

Association. 
Under the present constitution of PLA, 

there is no provision for a special interest 
group such as ours. P L A chapters are all 
geographical units.1 

"3. Become a chapter of the Association of 
College & Reference Libraries. 

As there is no local chapter of A C R L 
here, this would entail development of a 
full program of meetings, projects, etc. 
Dues would be those of A L A membership, 
plus local chapter dues. Chapter member-
ship would necessitate A L A membership.2 

1 Actually, P L A does have special interest sections, 
« including College and Reference. 

2 It was learned later that chapter membership does 
not necessitate A L A or national A C R L membership. 

"4. Continue as a Division of the Special 
Libraries Council of Philadelphia and 
Vicinity. 

As members of SLA or local members 
of the Council only, Division members 
would share fully in local SLA meetings 
and activities. Membership in such a local 
division would not affect the individual 
right to affiliate with other, national di-
visions. Dues in addition to SLA mem-
bership (local or national) would be neces-
sary in order to finance a worthwhile pro-
gram. 
"5. Disband." 

A meeting of the members of the Uni-
versity and College group was held June 
I, 1 9 5 1 , to consider the results of the ques-
tionnaire. Forty-three per cent of the mem-
bers answering the questionnaire voted in 
favor of becoming a local chapter of 
A C R L , 26 per cent favored continuing as 
a division of the Special Libraries Council 
of Philadelphia, 16 per cent voted to dis-
band altogether, and 15 per cent voted to 
affiliate with the Pennsylvania Library As-
sociation. 

In accordance with these results, the Uni-
versity and College group dissolved as a 
section of S .L .C . A committee, comprised 
of Carola Baus, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Falvey, O.S.A. , Walter Hausdorfer, and 
Alphonse F . Trezza, chairman, was then 
formed. On Ju ly 5, 1 9 5 1 , a letter was sent 
to all A C R L members in the Southeastern 
Pennsylvania, Southern New Jersey and 
Delaware areas requesting them to sign a 
petition for the formation of a regional 
chapter of A C R L . Seventy-five members 
signed such petitions which were, in turn, 
submitted to the A C R L Board of Directors 
in early October. Official recognition of 
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the P h i l a d e l p h i a C h a p t e r of A C R L w a s 

announced by the end of O c t o b e r . T h u s , 

the f irst reg ional chapter of A C R L came 

into being. 

T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l meet ing of the n e w 

P h i l a d e l p h i a C h a p t e r w a s held A p r i l 2 2 , 

1 9 5 2 . A t this m e e t i n g A r t h u r T . H a m l i n , 

E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y of A C R L , spoke on the 

re lat ions between nat iona l and local A C R L . 

C o n s i d e r a t i o n and adopt ion of a const i tut ion 

w a s the n e x t i tem on the p r o g r a m . A f t e r a 

v e r y l i ve ly discussion and m u c h p r u n i n g , 

the proposed const i tut ion w a s accepted. T h e 

c h a i r m a n of the committee f o r o r g a n i z i n g a 

P h i l a d e l p h i a chapter of A C R L w a s then 

instructed to appoint a n o m i n a t i n g com-

mittee, p lan the next meet ing , and have the 

const i tut ion reproduced in f ina l f o r m . 

T h e second m e e t i n g of the P h i l a d e l p h i a 

C h a p t e r of the A C R L w a s held in the audi-

tor ium of the F r e e L i b r a r y of P h i l a d e l p h i a 

on F e b r u a r y 1 7 , 1 9 5 3 . T h e report of the 

election of off icers , held by mai l , w a s g iven 

by M r . J o h n P . M c D o n a l d ( H e a d of R e -

serve B o o k D e p a r t m e n t , U n i v e r s i t y of 

P e n n s y l v a n i a L i b r a r y ) in his capac i ty as 

c h a i r m a n of the N o m i n a t i n g C o m m i t t e e . 

H e stated that the N o m i n a t i n g C o m m i t t e e 

had decided to t ry to get " a slate that had , 

above a l l else, good b a l a n c e ; that is, a va-

r iety of local inst i tut ions represented by 

candidates , a f a i r divis ion between men and 

w o m e n , and use of y o u n g blood a l o n g w i t h 

o lder and p r e s u m a b l y w i s e r h e a d s . " T e n 

inst i tut ions w e r e represented on the bal lot 

and seven men and f ive w o m e n accepted 

nominat ions . B a l l o t s w e r e m a i l e d to ap-

p r o x i m a t e l y 1 0 0 persons. S e v e n t y com-

pleted bal lots w e r e r e t u r n e d in t w o weeks . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g off icers w e r e announced as 

e l e c t e d : 

President, M r . Alphonse F . T r e z z a 
( H e a d , Circulat ion Department , U n i v e r -
sity of Pennsylvania) 

Vice-Pres ident & President Elect , M i s s 
M a r t h a A . Connor (Technica l Services 

L ibrar ian , S w a r t h m o r e Col lege L i b r a r y ) 
S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r , M r s . Edith W . 

Finch (Business L ibrar ian , T e m p l e Uni -
vers i ty) 

Di rec tor ( i - y e a r t e r m ) , M r . W a l t e r 
H a u s d o r f e r ( L i b r a r i a n , T e m p l e U n i v e r -
sity) 

Di rec tor (2 -year t e r m ) , M i s s J a n e 
W a l k e r ( H e a d Cata loger , B r y n M a w r 
Col lege L i b r a r y ) 

Director (3 -year t e r m ) , D r . Char le s W . 
D a v i d (Di rec tor of L ibrar ies , Univers i ty 
of Pennsylvania) 

T h e t e r m of the elected off icers, a c c o r d i n g 

to the const i tut ion, begins at the end of the 

S p r i n g meet ing . 

A panel discussion w a s then held, w i t h 

l i ve ly audience part ic ipat ion, on the prob-

lems of reserve book d e p a r t m e n t admin i s t ra -

tion in col lege and univers i ty l ibrar ies . T h e 

inst i tut ions represented w e r e H a v e r f o r d 

C o l l e g e , L i n c o l n U n i v e r s i t y , T e m p l e U n i -

vers i ty , U n i v e r s i t y of P e n n s y l v a n i a , and V i l -

l a n o v a U n i v e r s i t y m a k i n g it possible f o r 

v i e w s of a v a r i e t y of sizes and types of li-

brar ies to be represented. 

O n S a t u r d a y , M a y 1 6 , 1 9 5 3 , the P h i l a -

delphia C h a p t e r of A C R L held a d a y - l o n g 

m e e t i n g j o i n t l y w i t h the eastern reg ional 

g r o u p of the C o l l e g e and R e f e r e n c e Sec-

t ion, P e n n s y l v a n i a L i b r a r y Assoc ia t ion at 

L a S a l l e C o l l e g e . I n a brief business meet-

ing the pres ident announced that the A C R L 

chapter off icers of f ic ia l ly assumed office at 

the end of this S p r i n g meet ing , that the 

C h a p t e r n o w had 5 3 dues p a y i n g members , 

that membersh ip should be solicited in each 

col lege l i b r a r y by some present m e m b e r , that 

copies of o u r const i tut ion w o u l d be ava i l ab le 

to m e m b e r s in the F a l l . 

M r . W a l t e r W . W r i g h t , c h a i r m a n of 

the C o l l e g e and R e f e r e n c e Sect ion , P L A , 

conducted a business m e e t i n g f o r the P L A 

chapter . O f special interest to A C R L m e m -

bers w a s his ment ion of the g rea t over lap-

p ing of membersh ip and interests be tween 

the A C R L and P L A chapters there as-
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sembled. T h e question M r . W r i g h t raised 

w a s w h e t h e r t w o o r g a n i z a t i o n s so s imi la r 

should exist side by side. 

B r o t h e r E d m u n d J o s e p h , l i b r a r i a n of L a -

S a l l e C o l l e g e , then spoke to the g r o u p about 

his n e w l i b r a r y bu i ld ing , the problems in its 

p l a n n i n g and the resu l tant good f e a t u r e s , 

and inv i ted the g r o u p to tour the b u i l d i n g 

b e f o r e and a f t e r lunch . T h e guest speaker 

of the m o r n i n g session w a s M r . L y l e B o u l -

w a r e , architect of the n e w l i b r a r y bu i ld ing . 

H e spoke on c o n t e m p o r a r y a r c h i t e c t u r e : its 

f u n c t i o n a l i s m , its express ion of m o d e r n l i f e , 

its reasonable cost, its u t i l i za t ion of latest 

and best m a t e r i a l s and eng ineer ing . 

I n the a f t e r n o o n the g r o u p reassembled 

in the l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g f o r the a f t e r n o o n 

panel session on " L i b r a r y B u i l d i n g s — 

D r e a m s vs . R e a l i t i e s . " M r . W a l t e r H a u s -

d o r f e r presented g e n e r a l pr inc ip les and de-

s iderata f o r l i b r a r y bu i ld ings , D r . H a r r i e t 

D . M a c P h e r s o n spoke of p lans f o r a n e w 

b u i l d i n g f o r D r e x e l I n s t i t u t e of T e c h n o l o g y 

l i b r a r y and l i b r a r y school . D r . C h a r l e s W . 

D a v i d spoke of the l o n g - t e r m p l a n n i n g and 

m a n y f r u s t r a t i o n s a l o n g the road to a n e w 

l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g f o r the U n i v e r s i t y of P e n n -

s y l v a n i a . A n d M r . L e e C . B r o w n spoke of 

the n e w l y completed l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g of the 

P e n n s y l v a n i a M i l i t a r y C o l l e g e . T h e R e v -

erend D a n i e l P . F a l v e y , O . S . A . , led the 

panel discussion. A l l the part ic ipants and 

the audience agreed on the need f o r s t r o n g 

leadership by the l ib rar ian in l o n g and care-

f u l p l a n n i n g , a close and rec iproca l re la-

t ionship be tween the l i b r a r i a n and archi-

tect, and suff ic ient e x p e n d i t u r e to assure a 

b u i l d i n g w h i c h w i l l meet needs f o r m a n y 

years to come, a n d require a m i n i m u m of 

upkeep. 

W i t h the close of this m e e t i n g c a m e the 

end of the f o r m a t i v e per iod of the f i r s t local 

chapter of A C R L . A petit ion f o r permis-

sion to o r g a n i z e w a s c i rcu la ted , submit ted 

and a p p r o v e d ; a const i tut ion w a s proposed, 

a l te red and accepted. O f f i c e r s w e r e nomi-

nated and elected. T h r e e p r o g r a m meet ings 

h a v e been held . T h e commit tee f o r the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n of the P h i l a d e l p h i a chapter of 

A C R L did its w o r k w e l l . A sol id f o u n d a -

tion w a s la id on a broad base of w i d e par-

t ic ipat ion. T h e f u t u r e of the n e w o r g a n i z a -

tion is n o w in the hands of its elected o f -

f icers . H a r d w o r k , leadership w i t h some 

imag inat ion , and the w h o l e - h e a r t e d coop-

erat ion of a l l the l i b r a r i a n s in the area w i l l 

go a l o n g w a y to insure the success of the 

P h i l a d e l p h i a C h a p t e r of A C R L . 

( N o t e : C o p i e s of the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the 

P h i l a d e l p h i a C h a p t e r of A C R L are ava i l -

able f r o m M r . T r e z z a . ) 

A ' V Round Table to Organise at Minneapolis 
A t the M i d w i n t e r M e e t i n g of A L A , authorization w a s granted by A L A ' s Counci l f o r the 

establishment of an A u d i o - V i s u a l Round T a b l e . If you are interested in membership in the 
Round T a b l e wr i te to I r a Peskind, Membersh ip Cha i rman, W r i g h t J u n i o r Col lege, 3400 N . 
Aust in Ave . , Chicago 34, 1 1 1 . A l s o watch the M a y ALA Bulletin f o r the date, place and time 
of the Round T a b l e ' s organization meeting in Minneapol is . 
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