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T h e academic disciplines of education and 

l ibrarianship have many things in common. 
But their one striking similarity lies in their 
first funct ion which is tha t of facili tating the 
approaches to knowledge. T h i s preoccupation 
with paving the roads to learning is generally 
viewed wi th condescension by those colleagues 
in the academic community who are wholly 
engaged in the fields of learning fo r their 
own sake. 

Hence the universal struggle fo r s ta tus in 
which scholars and teachers of higher learn-
ing jealously guard their preserves, and 
"educators ," including l ibrarians, perennially 
a t tempt invasions of the promised land. In 
the past, the outgroup professions have 
worked ha rd developing the philosophy, 
sociology and history of their operations with 
two large purposes in mind. T h e first has 
been to lay down the generalizations under-
lying professional practice. T h e second has 
been to enlarge the ego of groups practicing 
the underdog professions. 

T h i s tactic has not been wi thou t its suc-
cesses. I t might have had grea ter successes 
were it not fo r the fact tha t practical neces-
sities of both education and l ibrarianship have 
tended to emphasize administrat ion and 
methodology at the expense of theory and 
background. In teachers ' colleges, back-
ground mater ia l has been wa te red down and, 
at the moment, is pret ty much in the role of 
a stepchild in the curr iculum. In schools of 
l ibrarianship, the question is in the balance, 
and a clear decision is not to be expected for 
some time. T h e new curricula, in an earnest 
ef for t to enhance the s ta tus of l ibrar ians as 
well as to raise the level of instruction, are 
bringing principle and subject ma t t e r to the 
fore . Pract ic ing l ibrarians, f e a r f u l of a 
dear th in the supply of ready-made techni-
cians, are expressing their uneasiness via an 
undercur ren t of depreciation and scoffing. 

I t is in the context of such tug of w a r tha t 
D r . Brickman presents his Guide. H e pleads 
wi th the educationists " to appreciate the 
fact tha t professional respect can only be 
earned in the open marke t of scholarship." 

Point ing out tha t most educational historians 
have in the past concentrated on the pro-
fessional and pedagogical aspects of their 
subject, the author argues tha t educational 
history is, a f t e r all, a brand of history, and 
should be studied wi th pr imary emphasis on 
historical content and scientific method. 

Experienced teachers and l ibrar ians know 
ful l well that it takes more than a ready and 
willing s tudent to make a scholar. T h e y 
know also tha t it needs more than manda te 
and encouragement to produce ca re fu l f r u i t f u l 
research. D r . Brickman's contribution to the 
process by which knowledgeable and intelli-
gent people may be t rans formed into contrib-
u tors to learning is a step-by-step guide over 
the hurdles and around the pitfal ls . 

H e leads his s tudent ( a f t e r explaining to 
him the many by-product values of research as 
a way of learning) f r o m the selection of a 
topic, through the preparat ion of an outline, 
to the use of reference tools and l ibrary cata-
logs which l ibrarians know so well but which 
l ibrary users know so little. Hav ing toured 
ra the r careful ly and inclusively the general 
and specific sources of reference and bibli-
ography, he proceeds to an exploration of the 
many types of source mater ia ls which should 
be mined in the accumulation of data and 
ideas. 

Bu t D r . Brickman is not satisfied with a 
quick glance at the surfaces of grea t reposi-
tories of the stuff tha t makes history. Hi s 
aim is to develop the habit of critical evalua-
tion as well as sound, constructive use of 
mater ials . H e there fore stops f requent ly to 
point out the good and the bad, the ca re fu l 
and the careless in specific pieces of wri t ing. 
N o r does he hesitate to take " s t anda rd" 
wr i t e r s to task fo r shallow thinking as well 
as fo r their irresponsible perpetuat ion of 
e r rors initiated by earl ier wr i t e r s in their 
subject. H i s chapter on "applying the his-
torical method of research to education" will 
make exciting reading to interested students 
and should be richly suggestive to budding 
historians of l ibrarianship as well. 

A1 of which leads us to a consideration of 
the exact na tu re of this book's importance to 
college, research and other l ibrarians. T h e 
first thing tha t occurs to the reviewer is tha t 
D r . Brickman's guide is a most valuable 
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addition to tha t genre of reference work 
whose purpose it is to give the l ibrary pat ron 
a good s t a r t t oward the mastery of a subject 
in which he expects to have a sustained inter-
est. I t fits into that category which already 
contains, in addition to a large number of 
works in historiography, such items as 
Lout t i t ' s Handbook of Psychological Litera-
ture, Mel lon ' s Chemical Publications, Soule's 
Library Guide for the Chemist, and Pa rke ' s 
Guide to the Literature of Mathematics and 
Physics. 

As a bibliographical s t a r t for the wr i t e r 
of a te rm paper or a full-fledged dissertation 
in educational history, it does its w o r k well . 
T h e r e are few ommissions of which the re-
viewer would wish to complain. Among the 
compiler 's oversights are The Literature of 
Adult Education, by Beals and Brody, and the 
issue of the Review of Educational Research 
(Oc tobe r 1936) on the " H i s t o r y of Educat ion 
and Compara t ive Educat ion ." I tem 290 of 
D r . Br ickman's bibliography leads the reader 
to the issue of Review of Educational Re-
search which covers the same field for the 
years 1936 to 1939, but somehow omits the 
basic bibliography published three years previ-
ous. Needless to say, there is a g rea t deal 
of overlapping between the 1936 Review of 
Educational Research, which offers 975 
bibliographical items, and the book under 
review at the moment . I t should also be 
noted that the fo rmer , because of its running 
commentary and subject breakdowns, is in 
many respects a more usable bibliography 
than D r . Brickman's . T h e Guide approach 
(which lists items by fo rm of issue) must cer-
tainly relinquish many of the advantages of 
subject and period divisions. 

T h e au thor feels tha t his detailed table of 
contents and subject index ( to the bibliogra-
phy only) obviate this difficulty and, in fact, 
"make a complete index unnecessary." F r o m 
the user 's point of view, no index could be too 
complete. F o r al though the bibliographical 

items and their annotat ions reveal " t ime" and 
"place" values excellently, the index does not 
light the way to them well enough. M a n y 
of D r . Brickman's ablest critical evaluations 
of individual sources appear in the textual 
portion of his book. An expansion of the 
index to include these would great ly enhance 
the value of the book wi thout substantially 
increasing its bulk. 

T h o s e who look to this Guide for assistance 
in the area of l ibrary history—which, a f t e r 
all, is a branch of educational history—will be 
disappointed with its meager coverage. T h e 
five monographic works in l ibrary history 
which D r . Brickman has included are ap-
parently selected for their broad coverage and 
because they meet the requirements of modern 
historical scholarship. T h e y afford a fine 
entree into some aspects of l ibrary history but 
are not sufficient. I t would be helpful if, in 
a f u t u r e edition, the compiler could at least do 
more with the bibliography of l ibrary history. 
H e has not even listed Cannon 's Bibliography 
of Library Economy and the volumes of Li-
brary Literature which bring it up to date. 

Perhaps we should not complain so much 
of neglect when we ourselves are guilty of 
having neglected to investigate thoroughly 
the past of our profession. T h e r e is a 
special need for guilt feelings in a group 
which is so well t rained to handle source 
materials . I t is surely overoptimistic to hope 
that education for l ibrarianship, in its cu r ren t 
transit ion toward a g rea te r concern with 
principles and backgrounds, will emphasize the 
research point of view. One hint given last 
year by President H a r o l d T a y l o r of Sarah 
Lawrence College, at a meeting of the N e w 
Y o r k L ib ra ry Club, is that it may be possi-
ble to do a sizable par t of the job of t ra ining 
for the profession by requir ing l ibrary school 
students to do meaningful subject projects 
which involve the extensive use of well-
arranged libraries.—Sidney Ditzion, College 
of the City of New York Library. 

Communications Research 
Communications Research, 1948-49. Edited 

by Pau l F . Laza r s fe ld and F r a n k N . Stan-
ton. N e w York , H a r p e r and Brothers , 
1949. xviii, 332p. $4-50. 
Inasmuch as the editors of this third 

volume of a series begun in 1941 under the 
title of Radio Research have found it de-
sirable to use a more general t e rm for the 
title of the first pos twar volume, it should 
be interesting and instructive to make at 
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