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IMPLICIT in any d iscussion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g r e v o l v i n g , as it does, 

a r o u n d the basic concep t s of i n t e r c h a n g e of 
ideas, op in ions a n d i n f o r m a t i o n , is t he ro le 
of t he l i b r a r y t h r o u g h its m a n i f o l d p ro-
g r a m s of i n d i v i d u a l a n d g r o u p service by 
m e a n s of books a n d r e l a t e d m a t e r i a l s . S u c h 
a c o n f e r e n c e as t he one he ld a t E s t e s P a r k , 
Co lo . , in J u n e 1949 , serves to b r i n g i n to 
s h a r p focus c e r t a i n f a c t s a n d op in ions in-
d ica t ive of t he i m p o r t a n c e of th i s ro le , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y as r e g a r d s col lege a n d u n i v e r -
s i ty l ib ra r i es . 

A s a g e n e r a l i z a t i o n it s h o u l d be obse rved 
a t the ou t se t t h a t by the i r c o m m e n t s a n d 
ques t ions m a n y of those in a t t e n d a n c e a t 
th is c o n f e r e n c e ( a n d t h e d i s t inc t m a j o r i t y 
w e r e m e m b e r s of f acu l t i e s of col leges a n d 
un ive r s i t i e s ) b e t r a y e d a n i g n o r a n c e of or a 
lack of f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h t h e k i n d of service 
t h a t all b u t t h e m o s t p o o r l y - e q u i p p e d col-
lege o r un ive r s i t y l i b r a r i e s a r e p r e p a r e d to 
g ive . S o m e of these services i n c l u d e t h e 
p r o c u r i n g of specia l ized m a t e r i a l s , such as 
t h e pub l i ca t i ons of t he U . S . G o v e r n m e n t , 
U . N . a n d U n e s c o ; b o r r o w i n g t h r o u g h 

1 At the invitation of the American Council on Edu-
cation, delegates representing agencies of government, 
professional organizations and associations met at Estes 
I'ark, Colo. June 19-22, 1949, to discuss "The Role of 
Colleges and Universities in Furthering International 
Understanding." Over 100 representatives of the vari-
ous organizations which make up the council were in 
attendance, together with delegates from governmental 
and private agencies, such as the U.S. Department of 
State, Unesco, and the Hazen Foundation. James 
Hodgson, Ralph Esterquest, and Donald E. Strout repre-
sented the American Library Association, the last-
named also serving as the representative of the A.C.R.L. 

i n t e r l i b r a r y l o a n ; a n d p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t he 
acquis i t ion of n o n b o o k m a t e r i a l s , especia l ly 
in t h e r e a l m of aud io -v i sua l m a t e r i a l s . F o r 
e x a m p l e , a t one p o i n t t h e discussion h i n g e d 
on t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t on each c a m p u s of a 
c l e a r i n g house of i n f o r m a t i o n on g o v e r n -
m e n t a l a n d n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l p r o g r a m s , on 
p r o g r a m s of s t u d y a b r o a d a n d on r e l a t ed 
topics, such as e x c h a n g e of f o r e i g n s t u d e n t s . 
C e r t a i n l y t h e r e is n o be t t e r p lace on the 
a c a d e m i c scene f o r t h e p rov i s ion of such 
i n f o r m a t i o n t h a n the l i b r a r y , equ ipped as 
it is n o t on ly to in i t i a t e t he co l lec t ion of 
such i n f o r m a t i o n b u t also to see t h a t i t is 
kep t u p to da t e . G r a n t e d t h a t th i s m i g h t 
r e q u i r e a d d e d p e r s o n n e l a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y a 
l a r g e r b u d g e t , the E s t e s P a r k c o n f e r e n c e 
d e m o n s t r a t e s c l ea r ly t he need f o r such a 
service. A t the s ame t i m e it po in t s t o t he 
need f o r f a r g r e a t e r pub l i c i t y r e g a r d i n g 
k i n d r e d services w h i c h u p - t o - d a t e co l lege 
a n d un ive r s i t y l i b ra r i e s a r e a l r e a d y p r e p a r e d 
to g ive . 

W h a t a b o u t t he m o r e specific aspects of 
the l i b r a r y ' s p a r t in f u r t h e r i n g a p r o g r a m 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g ? M a j o r 
" w o r k a r e a s " f o r t h e c o n f e r e n c e w e r e de-
fined a s : U . S . g o v e r n m e n t a l p r o g r a m s cal l -
i n g f o r c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h col leges a n d un i -
vers i t ies , i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l p r o g r a m s , co-
o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n v o l u n t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
a n d colleges, t he t r a i n i n g of specia l ized per -
sonne l f o r pos i t ions b e a r i n g on i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g , t h e c u r r i c u l u m a n d t h e ad -
v isory sys tem, e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r act iv i t ies , 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , a n d the f o r m a t i o n of an 
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international organization of universities. 
As deliberations proceeded on these major 
work areas it became increasingly apparent 
that the full realization of the possibilities 
in each of these areas involves the library 
to some degree. By concept and tradition 
the library, certainly on the American 
scene and in some foreign lands as well, 
more nearly approaches the ideal of an 
international civil servant than any other 
one institution. If ever a concept, service, 
or formal organization possessed a degree 
of universality, it is the library. The U.S. 
libraries abroad, though not completely 
free from the taint of propaganda, do much 
in a direct way to further international 
understanding by bringing the United 
States closer to the hearts and minds of 
native populations. Similarly college and 
university libraries in this country can go 
far in furthering the cause of international 
understanding. The libraries could do this 
by providing the background information 
at the undergraduate level and by acting as 
centers of information for more specialized 
information at the graduate level—such as 
information on research programs in inter-
national understanding being undertaken by 
the various voluntary, governmental and 
intergovernmental agencies, to mention but 
one example. 

A few of the specific observations and 
recommendations coming out of the Estes 
Park conference may serve to show most 
adequately not only the direction of think-
ing of the conference, but may point to the 
ways in which the library can participate 
effectively in furthering a program of 
international understanding. 

One section recommended the establish-
ment of a national central coordinating 
committee or agency to act as a clearing 
house for the needs and services of govern-
mental, intergovernmental and nongovern-
mental agencies on the one hand and col-
leges and universities on the other.2 The 

section working on the programs of inter-
governmental agencies suggested that "basic 
kits should be developed and placed in 
institutions to answer the majority of ques-
tions regarding achievements, structure and 
problems of the [intergovernmental] agen-
cies."3 This section continued with the 
suggestion that a central committee should 
inform colleges and universities of the 
needs for specialized personnel as well as 
the opportunities for possible research and 
thesis topics presented by the issues under 
investigation by such agencies.4 

The section concerned directly with 
aspects of cooperation between voluntary 
organizations and colleges and universities 
offered a specific recommendation that 
"voluntary agencies are encouraged to sug-
gest to university libraries books and ma-
terials in the field of international under-
standing."5 

In such matters as the creation of a 
university clearing house office, recom-
mended by Section III , the individual li-
brary could well assume an active and con-
tinuing role. The establishment of such an 
office was recommended as an aid "toward 
building a more effective partnership be-
tween institutions of higher learning and 
voluntary organizations,"6 through the cen-
tralizing of information regarding foreign 
student affairs, student religions, cultural 
and humanitarian activities, and "all the 
existing points of contact between it as an 
institution and the voluntary organizations 
serving the campus community."7 

Section VI recommends "a general basic 
course in international affairs which all 

2 Report of Section I : "United States Government 
Programs That Call for Cooperation with Colleges and 
Universities." Russell I. Mackrey, chairman, (mimeo-
graphed) 

3 'Report on Section I I : "Intergovernmental Pro-
grams." Donald J. Shank, chairman, (mimeographed) 

4 Ibid. 
5 Report of Section I I I : "Cooperation between Vol-

untary Organizations and Colleges and Universities." A . 
Burns Chalmers, chairman, (mimeographed) 

6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
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s t u d e n t s s h o u l d be e n c o u r a g e d t o t a k e . " 8 

T h e r e a r e d e f i n i t e l i b r a r y i m p l i c a t i o n s in 

t h a t p a r t of t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n c a l l i n g 

f o r t h e p r o v i s i o n of s u p p l e m e n t a r y m a -

t e r i a l s in a c o n s t a n t l y e x p a n d i n g field. 

T h e s e i m p l i c a t i o n s a r e a l so p r e s e n t in t h e 

a c c o m p a n y i n g r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r t h e 

p r o v i s i o n of c o u r s e s f o r t h e s t u d e n t w h o 

w i s h e s " b r o a d e r t r a i n i n g in t h e field of 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , w i t h o r w i t h o u t a n y 

v o c a t i o n a l i n t e n t , " 9 o n a m y r i a d of top ics 

r a n g i n g f r o m t h e p r o b l e m of w a r in m o d e r n 

soc ie ty t o a c o u r s e o n c o m p a r a t i v e 

l i t e r a t u r e . 

T h e s ec t i on o n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n n o t e d t h e 

n e e d f o r a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e spec i f i ca l ly des ig-

n a t e d " t o m a i n t a i n c o n t a c t w i t h g o v e r n -

m e n t a l , i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l , a n d v o l u n t a r y 

a g e n c i e s as a m e a n s of s e c u r i n g s p e a k e r s , 

i n f o r m a t i o n , a n d s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s f o r . . . 

a d u l t g r o u p s in t h e a r e a s e r v e d by t h e 

u n i v e r s i t y . " 1 0 S u c h a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c o u l d 

w e l l be a m e m b e r of t h e l i b r a r y s t a f f , 

e spec i a l l y s ince t h e s e c t i o n u r g e s , in a n o t h e r 

p a r t of i t s r e p o r t , a c lo se r r e l a t i o n s h i p be-

t w e e n u n i v e r s i t y a n d c o m m u n i t y g r o u p s in 

s u c h m a t t e r s as a s p e a k e r s ' b u r e a u , t h e 

e x t e n s i o n of l i b r a r y se rv ices , t h e p r o v i s i o n 

of a u d i o - v i s u a l a n d d u p l i c a t i n g e q u i p m e n t , 

a n d t h e l ike . 

A c lo se r c o o r d i n a t i o n , a m o n g co l l eges 

a n d u n i v e r s i t i e s , of i n f o r m a t i o n o n p r o -

g r a m s i n v o l v i n g l i a i son w i t h f o r e i g n s t u -

d e n t s a n d t e a c h e r s on t h e i n d i v i d u a l c a m -

puses , as w e l l as t h e s e n d i n g of U . S . s t u -

d e n t s t o s t u d y a b r o a d a n d t h e c o l l e c t i o n 

a n d d i s s e m i n a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n f o r -

m a t i o n , as p r o p o s e d by a n o t h e r s e c t i o n , 1 1 

f a l l s p r o p e r l y a n d d i r e c t l y w i t h i n t h e s p h e r e 

of t h e se rv ices w h i c h t h e l i b r a r y is a b l e t o 

8 Report of Section V I : "Curriculum and Advisory 
System." Helen Dwight Reid, chairman, (mimeo-
graphed) 

9 Ibid. 
10 Report of Section V I I I : "Adult Education." I. O. 

Horsfall, chairman, (mimeographed) 
11 Report of Section V I I : "Extra-curricular Activi-

ties." Rev. Vincent J. Flynn, chairman, (mimeo-
graphed) 
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p r o v i d e , w o r k i n g c lose ly , in s u c h a n in-

s t a n c e , w i t h o t h e r c a m p u s offices a n d 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

T h e c o l l e g e a n d u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r y be-

c o m e s d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d in a n y p l a n s s u c h 

as a r e u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r t h e f o r m a -

t i o n of a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n of 

u n i v e r s i t i e s ( u n i v e r s i t y in t h i s sense re -

f e r r i n g t o colleges and universities in t h e 

A m e r i c a n s e n s e ) a l o n g t h e l i ne s i n i t i a l l y 

d r a w n a t t h e U t r e c h t c o n f e r e n c e , A u g . 

2 - 1 3 , 1 9 4 8 , f o r w h i c h a f u l l r e p o r t h a s been 

p u b l i s h e d . 1 2 T h e d e l i b e r a t i o n s of t h i s his-

t o r i c c o n f e r e n c e w e r e c o n t i n u e d a n d a m p l i -

fied f r o m t h e A m e r i c a n p o i n t of v i e w a t t h e 

E s t e s P a r k c o n f e r e n c e , w h i c h d r e w u p a 

spec i f ic se t of r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s a n d s u g -

g e s t e d p r o c e d u r e s , a m o n g w h i c h t h e f o l l o w -

i n g r e l a t e s d i r e c t l y t o t h e co l l ege a n d u n i -

v e r s i t y l i b r a r y : 

T h e conference firmly believes that there 
should also be some form of association among 
the universities of the world. A university 
has everything to gain by the development of 
closer official connection with sister institu-
tions in other countries, which could be ob-
tained under the auspices of such an associa-
tion. T h e stimulation of research into prob-
lems of university life and work, and the 
holding of periodic conferences, could be bet-
ter promoted by an organization of this sort 
than by any other. . . , 1 3 

O n e of t h e speci f ic p u r p o s e s of s u c h a n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n w o u l d b e : 

T o administer an international Universities 
Bureau with the purpose of furthering di-
rectly or indirectly the fol lowing objects: a) 
the collection and dissemination of informa-
tion relating to institutions of higher educa-
tion throughout the w o r l d ; as for example 
— . . . providing for the publication at regular 
intervals of comprehensive directories of in-
stitutions of higher education, establishing a 

12 Unesco: Report of Preparatory Conference of Repre-
sentatives of Universities, convened at Utrecht, Aug. 2-
13, 1948, by Unesco in collaboration with the Nether-
lands Government. (Unesco publication 228) Paris, 
Unesco, 1948. 

18 Report of Section I X : "International Organization 
of Universities." Robert W . Goss, chairman, (mimeo-
graphed) 
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library of works of reference and official pub-
lications of the various universities . . d) 
the formation of measures for the better 
distribution and exchange of laboratory ma-
terials, books, and other equipment for uni-
versity study and research among the coun-
tries of the world. 1 4 

T h e activities of l ibrarians in general , 

and of col lege and university l ibrarians in 

part icular , in g a t h e r i n g books and other 

materials for the war-devastated areas are 

too w e l l k n o w n to need f u r t h e r mention 

here. A letter f r o m A l i c e D u l a n y B a l l , of 

the U . S. B o o k E x c h a n g e , to H o w a r d L e e 

N o s t r a n d , executive officer of the confer-

ence, contains several specific suggestions 

w h i c h col lege and university l ibrarians 

m i g h t consider c a r e f u l l y as w a y s and means 

of assuming a direct and positive rol'e in the 

fur therance of international understanding 

and good w i l l . A m o n g other things the 

letter m e n t i o n s : 

( 1 ) T h e shipment of books and book col-
lections (late books, in good condition, in 
subjects useful to a modern college or re-
search student) to U . S . B . E . which, though 
it cannot pay shipment costs to Washington, 
will sort, pack and arrange for costs of 
overseas shipment. ( I f the donor wishes to 
specify a given institution as recipient, this 
can be arranged, provided suitable ground-
work for the gi f t has been laid.) 

(2) T h e new C A R E book program, in the 
purchase field, makes it possible for donors 
to choose the country, the type of institution, 
and the category of books to be sent, all 
with the same guarantee as other C A R E 
shipments. 

(3) T h e donation of current subscriptions 
to professional periodicals for institutions 
abroad, making use of the U . S . B . E . and the 
Unesco in Paris for names of institutions most 
in need of this service. 

(4) T h e sending of books to individual 
scholars, students, and professors for their 
private use, along the lines of a plan which 
could be developed jointly by the State D e -
partment, A . L . A . , U . S . B . E . and Unesco, 
which, along with other interested organiza-

" Ibid. 

tions, could develop the broad outlines of a 
program of requests and donations leading 
to the continued provisions of materials badly 
needed by such individuals overseas. 

A s w a s stated at the opening of this 

article, the role of the l ibrary is implicit 

in any program of international under-

standing. T h e individual l ibrary, l ibraries 

as a w h o l e , and l ibrary organizat ions can 

p e r f o r m a t w o - f o l d r o l e : ( 1 ) A s centers 

for the collection, organizat ion and distribu-

tion of materials and informat ion on al l 

aspects of international u n d e r s t a n d i n g ; and 

( 2 ) as initiators of thought at the local and 

national level, regarding the understanding 

of international affairs, by discovering the 

persons and the outlets through w h o m such 

understanding can best be achieved and by 

taking a positive and aggressive part through 

active participation in f u r t h e r i n g such 

understanding. 

T h e specific and general w a y s by w h i c h 

libraries can fu l f i l this dual role are legion. 

T h e first step is the procurement of ma-

terials, such as the publications and lists of 

in format ion f r o m the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . T h e 

m o r e important step is the interpretation of 

these m a t e r i a l s — t o facul ty , students and 

townspeople. T h e assistance in the com-

pilation of lists of v o l u n t a r y organizat ions, 

g o v e r n m e n t needs and institutional re-

sources, so urgent ly needed at the m o m e n t ; 

the fac i l i tat ing of dissemination of in forma-

tion throughout campus and c o m m u n i t y 

r e g a r d i n g provisions for foreign exchanges, 

fore ign study programs, and the l i k e ; the 

systematic collection and interpretation of 

in format ion r e g a r d i n g opportunities for 

study and research at fore ign institutions as 

provided by their catalogs and announce-

m e n t s — b y these w a y s and many others a 

col lege and university l ibrary can aid in the 

successful prosecution of a p r o g r a m leading 

to better international understanding. 

(Continued on page 114) 
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The Person in the Body—Hensie—Norton 
The Doctor's Job—Binger—Norton 
The Happy Family—Levy and M o n r o e — 

Knopf 
Our Age of Unreason—Alexander—Lippin-

cott 
Living Wisely and Well—Terhune—Dut-

ton 
It's How You Take It—Caner—Coward-

McCann 
The History of Medical Psychology— 

Zilboorg—Norton 
The Emotional Problems of Living—Eng-

lish and Pearson—Norton 
Fundamentals of Psychoanalysis—Alex-

ander—Norton 
Facts and Theories of Psychoanalysis— 

Hendrick—Knopf 

U n d u e publ ic i ty fo r books of this type 
w o u l d p robab ly no t be jus t i f ied . T h e f a c t 
t h a t such books a re in the l i b r a ry a n d avai l -
able to all can be m a d e k n o w n by su i tab le 
a n n o u n c e m e n t s on the usua l bu l l e t in boa rds 
or o the r n o r m a l publ ic i ty channe ls . Since 
psychia t ry lends itself so read i ly to over-
s t a t ements , and to exp lo i ta t ion by its w o u l d -
be f r i ends , i t w o u l d p robab ly be wise to 
let these books get in to c i rcu la t ion s lowly 
and n a t u r a l l y a n d le t t h e m m a k e the i r o w n 
w a y . I f , in t he colleges a n d univers i t ies , 
in te res ted d e p a r t m e n t s s t i m u l a t e the i r use, 
so m u c h the be t t e r . I n fac t , each college 
l ib ra r i an m i g h t w e l l have a psychia t r i s t as 
an unofficial m e m b e r of his advisory s taff , 
to help h i m in the selection of n e w books 
in this field as they appea r . 

L i b r a r i a n s have in the i r h a n d s the p o w e r 
of m a k i n g or b r e a k i n g the m a j o r i t y of n e w 
books. A s recen t figures compi led by the 
Library Journal show, U n i t e d S ta tes publ ic 
l ibrar ies b u y f r o m 1 ,000 to 3 , 0 0 0 copies of 
m o s t of the t r a d e books they decide to p u r -
chase. If books such as a re on this list 
could be d i s t r ibu ted to l ibrar ies in such 
quant i t i es , t r u e m e n t a l hea l th m i g h t be a 
s o m e w h a t n e a r e r possibil i ty. 

T h e a ims of the l i b r a r i an a n d t he psy-
ch ia t r i s t a r e rea l ly n o t very d i f f e r en t in 
pr inc ip le , t h o u g h qu i t e d i f f e r e n t in appl ica-
t ion . T h e l i b r a r i a n is the cus tod ian of the 
i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m w h i c h the s t u d e n t ac-
qui res the educa t ion w h i c h is to aid h i m in 
g e t t i n g a l o n g w i t h his f e l lows a n d l iv ing a 
f u l l a n d sa t i s fy ing l i f e ; b u t he is n o t satis-
fied w i t h be ing mere ly the cus tod ian . H e 
exer t s himself to m a k e the r a w ma te r i a l s of 
an educa t ion readi ly avai lable in the face of 
very rap id mu l t i p l i ca t i on of resources . 
L ikewise the psychia t r i s t m u s t come o u t of 
his isolat ion w i t h i n the hospi ta l a n d m a k e 
the k n o w l e d g e ga ined f r o m the s t u d y of 
h u m a n f a i l u r e of a d j u s t m e n t ava i lab le to 
all t he people in the hope of p r e v e n t i n g 
emot iona l il lness. A s I a g o G a l d s t o n has 
so we l l phrased it , " I do aff i rm t h a t t he r e is 
l i t t le hope fo r i m p r o v e m e n t in h u m a n re-
la t ions un t i l the body of k n o w l e d g e avai l -
able in m o d e r n psychia t ry has been m a d e 
c o m m o n in the knowledge , t h ink ing , a n d 
m o t i v a t i o n of the c o m m o n m a n . " 

I t m a y be a p p r o p r i a t e to close w i t h one 
t ang ib le example of w h a t l ibrar ies can do 
in th is p r o g r a m . A m o n g the proposals 
adop ted a t the Es tes P a r k confe rence w a s 
one w h i c h s ta ted unequ ivoca l ly t he need 
f o r a good basic r e a d i n g list to fos te r in te r -
na t iona l u n d e r s t a n d i n g , w h i c h led to a fo r -
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m a l reques t to the A m e r i c a n L i b r a r y Asso-
cia t ion to take the lead in the p r e p a r a t i o n 
of such a list . T h e effect iveness of such a 
l ist is very d i rec t ly and in t ima te ly depend-
en t u p o n the ind iv idua l l i b r a r y — a n d t he 
i nd iv idua l l i b r a r i a n — a n d the responsibi l i ty 
is a very g rave one, indeed . 
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