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Editorial

Articles in this issue address persistent issues in bibliographic instruction and
standards. With respect to the former, librarians, like their faculty colleagues,
have long been aware of the need to evaluate instruction, i.e., teaching and learn-
ing. Three articles offer different perspectives on evaluation of bibliographic in-
struction. King compares use of library materials by instructed and noninstructed
stadents. Nagy and Thomas use an experimental design to evaluate mediated bib-
licgraphic instruction. Person reports on a longitudinal study of the effects of bibli-
ographic instruction over the four years of a baccalaureate education. What is clear
from these and similar articles is that we, again like our faculty brethren, have a
loag way to go; but evaluate we must, particularly if librarians, who are more late-
ly coming to the teaching fraternity, are to justify, solidify, and improve our posi-
ticn on campus and, not incidentally, the education of our students.

With respect to standards, one observes with interest that the college library
standards originally adopted in 1959, and revised and readopted by ACRL in
1975, are now being subjected to scrutiny and perhaps further revision. In the
development of standards there is an intrinsic tension between what ought to be
and what is. On the one hand, to limit our vision to what is or is likely to soon be
is to institutionalize the status quo. On the other hand, “ought to be” may be so
far above the “is” or “can be” as to make a standard so improbable of achievement
as to be worthless. Carpenter’s article is a secondary analysis of 1977 NCES data
on college libraries, as reported on the HEGIS instrument, which compares the
reality as reported with various quantitative formulae in the college library stan-
dards. His analysis illustrates dramatically the difference between the formulae in
the standards and the 1977 realities. While it is essential to know where we are
relative to where we want to be, a difference in and of itself need not argue for
reducing our goals. However, the quantitative goals in the standards must be de-
fensible, that is, there must be some reasonably objective argument for using
some percentage instead of some other, this ratio and not that, this number of
volumes and not that.
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BLACKWELL NORTH AMERICA'S
OUT-OF-PRINT SEARCH:
THE FIND OF THE DECADE.

Consider the frustrating, time-consuming and costly
task of locating i'lri-\ll-l."]'l.'ﬂ books vourself. Then
consider Blackwell North America

First, you get a decade of out-of-print experience in
our OP Supervisor, Bob Langhorst, at right. A book-
man, he works daily with the proven sources of OP
scholarly titles—locating, evaluating and buving for
B/NA customers.

Assisted by our computer, Bob's staff places your OP
orders in our monthly publication, Richard’s Reference.
Qurr ‘putation as a v .\l-un‘."
buyer means we get prompt
response, and fair quotations,

from selected rare .|.|L1 second ‘ﬂ"-—‘
hand book dealers in the
United States, Canada, and
Great Britain.
we find your book. With vour
'S

There is no cost to you until
permission, we w ill automati-
cally supply titles priced
under 525 (or your specitied
limit). Often, we can offer a
choice of condition and price
from several available copies

We keep vou apprised, with
quotations and condition re
ports, of all titles on search
tor vou. It vou buy through
other BNA programs, vour
orders can !\. automatically
placed on out-of-print search,
and vou will be notified
immediately

But the true “find” is this
Within one year we locate over

Yo of the titles for which
we search, Current BINA cus-
tomer or not, our service is
available at no risk to vou. Sim-
ply call vour Regional Sales
Manager o sarest distribu
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