














sober citizen the use of books within the
building. Is it not far more practical to
allow the outsider to take his book with him
and use it at home, provided the volume is
not restricted because of class use, reference
use, fragility, rarity, etc. ?

Home use is a great convenience to most
people. The trust implicit in such a loan
will occasionally return dividends. (Many
have joined the "Friends" because of the
borrowing privilege. Checks as high as
$50 have come from these people.) There
need be no special fear of the book thief,
who will steal regardless of the borrowing
privilege. Pennsylvania has had almost no
trouble with
weeds out the careless.

late return, and promptly
On many occasions,
loans of single books have been approved
for-people who were transients, without re-
quest for any identification. An honest-look-
ing, decently dressed stranger with a good
reason for reading a book and enough
urgency to come to the university library is

a pretty safe bet for a loan worth at most a

few dollars. Loaning a book for home use
is about the cheapest thing a library can do.
Reference service, reading room privilege,
The

general restriction of this privilege at the

and so on are all far more expensive.

large university libraries is, in the light of

our fairly long, extensive experience at
Pennsylvania, based on fears which seem
completely unwarranted. There is an op-
portunity here for the university to do a
great public service and win considerable
good will at very small expense, provided
The then

President Gates stated the goal concisely

good judgment is exercised.

some years ago:

The University of Pennsylvania Library . . .
accepts ... a responsibility for service to the
community at large and to the student world
at large. It opens its doors and extends its
facilities liberally to all those seeking knowl-
edge out of books . . .

* Bibliographical Planning Committee of Philadelphia,
Philadelphia Libraries, a Survey (E[ Facilities, eeds,
and Opportunities. University of Pennsylvania Press,
1942, p. 59.

Historical Libraries — New Style
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torical library have been confused and in-
terdependent. Scholars have traveled to far
countries at great expense in order to read
books

home.

and manuscripts not available at
Today the texts, as texts, are being
made available almost anywhere. But in
their quality as museum pieces the books
themselves are not transportable by such
Their prestige value and their text

with

means.

value are now clearly separable,

marked benefits to the peace of mind of the
for

historical librarian. He administers,

research purposes, not merely the actual
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books in his own library, not merely such
microfilm copies as he may have secured
from other collections, but potentially all

the pertinent texts in the public libraries of.

the world. He administers, for museum
purposes, as many fine books, illustrated
manuscripts, artistic bindings and other

rarities as he is able to assemble in his own
institution, where persons of education and
discernment may admire and enjoy them.
In a society such as ours it would be ven-
turesome to say that either of these purposes

is more important than the other.
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