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Disease models

Mouse model for collagen 
type VI a3 (COL6A3)-
related muscular 
dystrophies

A mouse model for COL6A3-related muscular dystrophies could 
help identify new treatments. In mice, a Col6a3 mutation that caused 
low expression of a nonfunctional collagen chain variant resulted in 
collagen VI microfibril deficiency, and led to decreased muscle mass and 
contractions compared with what was seen in wild-type mice. In the 
mouse model, the collagen VI pathology was specific to tendons. Next 
steps include identifying signaling pathways altered in the mutant mice.
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