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Editorial policy

Journal of American Studies publishes works by scholars from all over the world
on American literature, history, institutions, politics, economics, film, popular
culture, geography and related subjects.

A ‘Notes and Comments’ section provides a forum for shorter pieces and
responses from readers to points made in articles or reviews.

1. Submissions
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http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jamstuds. Authors who do not yet have an
account on the online submission site will need to register before submitting a
manuscript. If you are unsure about your login details or whether you have an
account or not, please use the password help field on the login page. Do not
create a new account if you are unsure.

If you experience any difficulties submiting your manuscript, please contact
ScholarOne support at
http://mchelp.manuscriptcentral.com/gethelpnow/question.htm

Any editorial correspondence should be addressed to: Professor Scott Lucas,
W.S.Lucas@bham.ac.uk.

Submission of an article is taken to imply that it has not previously been
published, and has not been submitted for publication elsewhere. Authors of
articles published in the journal assign copyright to Cambridge University Press
(with certain rights reserved) and will receive a copyright assignment form for
signature on acceptance of your paper. 

Contributors are responsible for obtaining permission to reproduce any material
in which they do not own copyright, to be used in both print and electronic
media, and for ensuring that the appropriate acknowledgements are included in
their manuscript.

2. Manuscript preparation

Articles should not exceed 7,000 words.

Manuscripts should be submitted via the online submission system at
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jamstuds. Authors should remove their 
name from the manuscript and should ensure that their manuscript is fully
anonymised.

File names should be of the type AMSauthor surname.doc or .rtf for ease of
identification.

Diagrams, maps, and illustrations  should be made into an eps file or a tif file and
the file name should be AMSauthorsurname1.eps or .tif (where the number is
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Contributors should keep one copy of the typescript for correcting proofs. 

3. Text preparation

Spelling and punctuation may conform either to British or American usage,
providing it is consistent throughout. In either case quotation should follow the
style of the original.

Use -ize (as in organize), connection, enquiry, judgement, focussed, role; elite,
regime (without accents), but communiqué. 

Quotations: Long quotations (i.e., of 50 words or more) will be set apart in
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typescript. Shorter quotations will be set in the text, with double quotations
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Punctuation: All commas and periods ending quotations should appear inside
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Ellipsis within a sentence should be indicated by three ... spaced periods. Ellipsis
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always abbreviate months in footnotes. 
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Editors’ Introduction
We are pleased to publish in this issue a range of articles around distinctive
themes in American literature and culture, in particular, the construction of
“America” amid the promise of progress and the reality of domestic tensions.
Our first four essays work from a variety of perspectives with contemporary
authors and their contexts, including Philip Roth, Don DeLillo, and John
Gregory Brown. Our following five essays offer critiques of mass culture,
including evaluations of nineteenth-century periodicals, dime novels, and
The Maltese Falcon. In other essays, readers can move from study of Herman
Melville to the relationship between Native American dance bans and
citizenship, to an evaluation of the “long history” of US security.
Tracing the life and works not only of John Keats but also of his lesser-

known brother, George, a roundtable organized by Michael Collins sees
participants Clare Elliott, Peter Riley, Ben Hickman, and Michael Collins
debate Denise Gigante’s recent volume The Keats Brothers: The Life of John
and George. Coming to grips not only with their fraternal relationship, these
scholars engage in an in-depth intellectual conversation regarding transatlantic
migration, especially as it relates to George Keats’s removal to the United
States, transcendentalism, melancholia, and chattel slavery. From a study of
letters, biographical writing, and imaginative poetic discourse in relation to
transnational models of exchange, new light emerges not only upon the
life and works of an iconic poet also but upon the shifting relationship
between British and American Romanticism. On the electronic side, Douglas
R. Egerton’s powerful review essay examines recent scholarship debating the
history, politics, and, above all, memory of the Civil War vis-à-vis African
American lives as lived in slavery and in freedom. Foregrounding black agency,
radicalism, and resistance, he debates fundamental issues relating not only to
black military service but also to political activism, familial life, and long-
standing and emerging liberation movements.
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