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CHINESE REPOSITORY.

Vou. IL.—May, 1834.—No. I.

Introductory Remarks.

Tuk progress of the English language, and the
extent to which it is spoken at the present time,
are very remarkable. As a medium of communi-
cation, the Chinese is, doubtless, employed by a far
greater number of individuals than any other living
language on earth; but then, with a very few excep-
tions, it is confined to one half of one hemisphere,
while the English is used round the whole globe,
and almost from pole to pole. The prospect that
the English language will be far more extensively
used, was never fairer than at this hour. Look at
British India. For a long time its progress there
was very slow, and its effects were almost imper-
ceptible; now its warch is beginning to be rapid,
and its influence is of the most interesting charac-
ter. The first endeavors to communicate a_know-
ledge of a foreign tongue to the natives of India,
must necessarily have been attended with many
hindrances and opposed by many obstacles; but a
marked change has taken place, and instruction is
given with almost as many advantages as in the
most favored countries of Europe. The work gath-
ers new interest as it proceeds; and if it is well
conducted, its results, we believe, will far exceed
the most sanguine expectations of its conductors
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2 Introductory Remarks. May,
and supporters. By acquiring a knowledge of the
English tongue, the native youth will be introduced
into a new world. He will'live and move in a new
atmosphere. He will be acted upon by new influ-
ences. He will see and feel a thousand new rel
tions. But for a time everything with him will
be unsettled—his future destiny will be at stake.

“There is a tide in the affairs of men,
Which taken at the flood leads o t fortune :
Neglected, all is lost.
| Europe, since the sun of the Reformation arose,
~ has been agitated and shaken to her very centre;
| a spirit of noble origin has goue abroad, and as it
has gathered strength, it has elevated and blessed
the nations. The freedom of thought was boldly
asserted; and men began to feel that each had a
right, and that cach was bound, to think for himself.
But not 80 in the East. The kingdoms aud tribes
of India, like the members of a once rich ros-
perous family, which have become dissipated and
reduced, have been coutent to slumber.  For cen-
wries, the inhubitants of Hindostan were all wrap-
ped in the thickest darkuess; superstitious. rites,
the most appalling and degrading, pressed down
the people with a mountain’s weight: and in this
condition, had no influence come in to relieve them,
they must have continued as long as the generations
of men endure. Armies could march through the
land in every direction; they could conquer and
subdue its inhabitavts—could even change some of
their external forms; but they could never effectu-
ally reach the more permanent and important fea-
tures of intellectual, moral and religious character.
Cliina has been conquered aguin and again, and
changes of u certain character—as i costume and
the like, have taken place; but the principal usages,
manners, customs, laws, und religion is na-
tion remain unchanged. On these, m
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1833. Introductory Remarks. 3

intellectual and moral powers of this nation, another
influence must be employed,—an influence which
though silent in its operations, like the-light and
heat of the sun, is equally powerful.

An influence of this description is felt in some
parts of India, and the slumbering intellect of the
inhabitants is beginning to show signe of lile. A
crisis has come. But if the present favor: ble op-
portunities of giving a right direction to the wak-
ing and expanding energies be neglected, they will
sure.y take a wrong direction, and political, mental,
and religious anarchy will be the inevitable conse-
quence. The present condition of India is, there-
fore; justly viewed with deep interest and anxietv.
But the inhabitants have been awakened out of
their slumberings, and brought to their present
interesting attitude, not by the thunders of heavy
artillery; “but by the noiseless operation of wide
.and. diffusive benevolence, on the part of strangers
situated at a distance equal. to half the globe's cir-
cumference.” Letters have been the means, or
rather they have been made the chaunel, through
which treasures, richer than all the merchandise of
India, have been conveyed to its inhabitants. A
Roman emperor could ‘march his armies through
the British Isles; but it was left to other men in
a far different capacity to- lay the broad and deep
Toundations of that nation’s greatness. Again in
“heir turn, British armies could march over the
dlains of Hindostan, but they could never turn

e mind of a Hindoo from his vain, and wicked
superstitions to intellectual and moral improve-

What was -true of all India is now
xtent true of China. This whole nation is in a
rrofound sleep, and while she is dreaming of great-
wess and of glory, she is borne backward by a strong
nd rapid tide of influence: and if the nation be
not speedily roused, who can tell where her retro-
gression will end? Tt is justly the glory of our
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4 Introductory Remarks. May,

age, that in.many parts of the world the condition
of the human family is improving, and with a ra-

idity such as man has never before witnessed.

umerous examples to illustrate the truth of this
position, may be found in Europe and in North
America, in some small districts of Africa, and of
southe. anl -vestern Asia. The means of these
improvements may have been various; but of them
all, the increase of knowledge is by far the most
important.  On the contrary, the gradual decline of
this empire is owing, in no small degree, w its
retrogression in knowledge. The Chinese have
schools and high literary titles in great numbers,
and there are many inducements to learn. Still,
though many do learn, knowledge is not increased.

Is there now no remedy for this lapsed and laps-
ing condition! Are there no means of promoting
among the Chinese such an increase of knowledge
as shall turn the tide of influence! Must Christian
philanthropists sit down in despair and give up all
for lost? = Shall we see the Tfindoo join in the
rapid course of modern improvement, and at the
same time regard the case of the Chinese as hope-
less? And what more effectul way can be devis=
ed for benefiting the Chinese, than tolearn as
accurately as possible their true condition; to ex-
hibit it to themselves; and then to put within their,
reach the means of improvement?" And to accom,
plish all this, what better ‘means can be employec
than those which have proved to be so e n
und successful in other places?

In this work a beginning, and one worthy o.
notice, has been made. A knowledge of their lan-
goage has been acquired by foreigners—in China,
among the e colonies, and in Europe. It
is-confidently believed that the language will never
again be abandoned by foreigners, but that, on-the
contrary, theé. number of those who rud
itwill be greatly increased. This is
many- accounts. Such knowledge: wdi give: &h

ongiiali

©Go gle Uy




1833. Introductory Remarks. 5

foreigner power and influence with the Chinese, and
over them too—a power which will be both harm-
less and beneficial to all. It is of little use to
come in contact with the Chinese unless we can
i freely with the i gate them,
and be interrogated; hear them argue for, and de-
fend their high superiority ; and in turn, let them
hear the opposite statements. We entertain no
mean opinion of the strength of the Chinese; yet
we do not by any means regard them as invinci-
ble either by arms or arguments. They could never
stand against the discipline of European forces—
and we hope they will never be put in such a
woful position; but if they can be brought into
the open field of argument, we are, if possible,
still more sure they must yield. It is impossible
that forms, and usages, and claims founded in er-
ror and falsehood, can stand against the force of
truth. By a free intercourse of thought, commer-
cial and political, social and religious relations can,
and sooner or later, certainly will, be improved.
On this point we have uot the shadow of a doubt;
but the changes will be hastened, retarded, or stop-
Eed. as the friends of humanity show themselves
old, vigorous, and active, or the reverse.
Commercial relations with China—always impor-
tant and interesting—are peculiarly so at the pres-
ent time, because they are almost the only rela-
tions which exist between ihe Chinese and the na-
tions of the West. These relations, however, are
in several particulars exccedingly embarrassed, and
mainly for want of a better understanding between
the parties,—they are embarrassed to the injury of
both the native and the foreigner, and to none pro-
bably more than to the government.—Of political
foreign relations, with only one solitary exception,
none exist. And though “all beneath the starry
heavens are one family,” yet all social and friend-
ly intercourse is disallowed. The foreigner is
seldom permitted to enter under the roof of his
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Chinese friend : and the native that allows it, acts
contrary 1o the usages of the land, and, except he
is in authority, or has influence with those who
rule, exposes himself to rcproach and punishment.
“The merchant, “if he pleases,” may bring_hither
his specie and his merchandise, but not his family ;
“foreign ladies can by no means be allowed to
come u[: to the provincial city.” And thus that
which God has joined together, man here puts
asunder.—In_ religion, the foreigner is allowed to
act according to the dictates of his own con-
science; provided, nevertheless, that his conscience
does not_require him to obey the command of the
Savior of the world, “to teach all nations his
pel.” What means may and ought to be employ-
ed to improve political and commercial relations
with the Chinese, and 10 secure religious toleration,
is an inquiry of great interest, upon which however
we cannot now proceed to remark.

There ought, morcover, to be an interchange of
knowledge.  While we seek to obtain information
concerning the laws, manners, customs, and re-
sources of this people, it is in a high degree de-
sirable that they should become acquainted with
our language, laws, and various institutions. The
English language, in its remarkable progress, great-
1y predomiinates in the foreign community of this
place; a knowledge of it is likely to increase among
the native inhabitants. T we infer from what
has already been done here and in other places.

here are now fire Engl resses in China ;
two are in Macao, and three in Canton. Three
of these presses are from England, and two are
from America. The Honorable E. I. Company's
with_a printer arrived in China in 1814.
Rlormon s Dictionary of the Chinese language, his
Vocabulary of the Canton dialect, and his View of
China; the translation of a novel by Mr. Thoms ;
and the Canton Miscellany, in a series of numbers
published in 1831.—are the principal works which

5
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1833. Introductory Remarks. 7

have appeared from that press. A Chinese dic-

tionary of the Fuhkeén dialect by Mr. Medhurst

of Batavia, is now being printed. The next press

arrived here in 18625; from which the first number

of the Canton Register uppeared in November,

1827. We have before us a complete series of

this paper up to the present time. In addition to a

full register of the mercantile transactions of Canton,

it contains a great variety of notices of the manners,

customs, &c., of the Chinese and other eastern na-

tions. Almost every page of the Register has been

filled with original matter; and it is this which has

given it particular value abroad, where it has done

much to direct public attention to the Chinese. A

third press arrived in 1831, and a second period-

ical, the Chinese Courier, appeared shortly after.

The Courier has pursued a course different from

that of its “cotemporary.” Its pages have been oc-

cupied partly with European intelligence, and part-

ly with local’ news and notices of mechanical arts,

manufactures, and such like, among the Chinese.

The two other presses reached Chma during last

. year. All these presses arc in operation, and are
supported solely by foreigners.

Some attempts have been made to furnish na-

tive youth with instruction in the English language.

An experiment of this kind, though on a very limit-

ed scale indeed, is now in progress. There is

manifested in several instances a very strong desire

to gain a knowledge of the language; and though

many more difficulties are to be expected here

than were found to exist in India, the result will

be the same. As the Chinese come more and more

in contact with those who speak the English lan-

guage, their desire to learn it, and to gain a know-

ledge of Europecn sciences, arts, and literature, will

merease.  Even now, were there no apprehensions

I that governmenit would interfere, almost any number

of scholars, it is believed, could be collected into

<chools. and trained in courses of study similar to
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% Introductory Remarks. May,

those which have been established iu the semina-
ries for native youth at Calcutta, Bombay, Ceylon,
and elsewhere in India.

We should rejoice to see literary and scientific
journals spring up and flourish around us; and could
such be translated and printed in Chinese and wide-
ly circulated, they would hardly fail to accomplish
great good. Bui mere secular knowledge should
never take precedence of that which concerns man’
present spiritual condition and his eternal destiny.
“ Knowledge is power;" and unless it is pure and
excellent, and is regulated and controlled by right
Rﬂncipleu, it will surely be directed to bad purposes.

Man is a religious being; and everywhere as he
progresses in knowledge, he assumes for himself
some. kind of religious character. But what sys-
tem of religion, in its pnnci,}:leu and effects, is com-
parable to Christianity! he christian’s Code is
perfectly adapted to the wants and necessities of the
human family, in every clime and in every variety
of circumstances. Men cannot be politicians of
unprejudiced .and impartial views, and act wisely
and justly in the discharge of all their duties, with-
out_adopting the principles of the Bible. *The
book of Proverbs, and the Sermon on the Mount,
contain the elements of the best political economy
which was ever devised. They inculcate what is
of p in the i of

i Il of mind, and hensi
ness of view, and clearness and power of con-
science. 'I'hese would settle questions of foreign
intercourse, and domestic improvement, with far
more certainly and safety, than the volumes of Ad-
am_Smith, or the statistics of Seybert and Pitk

Some of the states of antiquity were rich
Kknowledge, but beggarly in religion; an
by the destructive influence of their rel
their knowledge and power were taken from them.
Had their religion been pure, had it been the reli-
gion of the 'l‘uulur nt from God,” it would have

oo Gowgle




1833. Introductory Remarks. 9

preserved knowledge and given stability and security
to the state. Here we must refer again to the
British Isles. What is it which has given to that
nation her high rank, and her commanding influ-
ence! Is it her position? Is it her numbers? Had
she driven from her coast Augustine and his compan-
ions, and cherished and preserved the system of the
Druids, as the Chinese have the doctrines of their
Sage, never could she have gained in commerce, in
arts, in sciences, and in literature, her present ele-
vation.  But it is not in all these that her great
strength consists ; that has its foundation, and its
best security too, in her religious principles. Let
hier be deprived of them, and her commerce, her
arts, her sciences, and her literature, will all wither
and die. This same superiority of Christian prin-
ciples we see illustrated elsewhere, both in Europe
and in America. The happiest portions of the gloge
are those in which Christianity has gained the high-
est ascendency. And it ever will be thus. Give
the glorious revelation of our God complete do-
minion over the hearts and consciences of men, and
all strifes and contentions and misrule, together
with every species of oppression and wrong and
outrage, will come to a perpetual end. The con-
fused noise of the warrior will no more be heard ;
and garments will no more be rolled in blood; the
groans of the prisoner will cease; the captive go
free; and ull pations come and bow down and
worship before the Lord our Maker. Then shall

‘The dwellers in the

les and on the rocks
nd the mountain tops,
catch the flying joy;
“T'ill, nation afier nation taught the strain,
Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round.

Come that blessed day. Let our eyes once behold
the sight, and then give these worthless bodies o
the worms.




10 Penal Laws of China May,

REVIEW.

Ta Tsing Leh-le; being the fundamental laws, and
a selection from the supplementary statutes of the
Penal Code of China’; originally printed and
published in “Peking, in various successive edi-
tions, under the sanction, and by the authority, of
the scveral emperors of the Ta Tsing, or the pres-
ent dynasty. " Translated from the Chinese, and
accompanicd with an_appendix, consisting of
authentic document, and a few occasional notes,
illustrative of the subject of the worl by Sir
Gronce Tuoss Sravwron, Bart. r. &, s, Pp.
581. London: 1810.

Tug Mantchou-Chincse fumily is of very
recent origin. - Oue of its most illustrious chiefs,
who gained his distinction by military achievements,
took the title of cmperor, nd cstablished himself
at Moukden in 1616 In 1644, his grandson, a lad
six years of age, was placed on the throne of China.
Three years afier this event, the original edition
of the penal luws of China was published in the
name of the youns monareh, Shunche. It was pre-
faced by the following document, which we quote
according to the translution of sir George.

“ When we contemplate the progressive establ
domi 1 the East, by our royal ancesior
predecessors, we observe licit,
imally required but few laws

ment of our
immediate

a Since, how-
crer, the Divine Will has been graciously ploased to inpums
dministr of China, a multitade

and criminal eases, arising out
ol irregnlar passions.” of mankind

original from
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1833, Penal Taws of China. i

in a great aud populous nation, have successively occupied our
royal attention. Hence we have suffered much inconvenience,

rom the necessity we have been almost constantly under, of
cither Sggravaling o mitigating the erroneous sentences of the
magistrates, who, previous o U tof a fixed
S, penel s, wore not uifoionreilour
dation, upon which they could  build a just and. equitable_d
cision.

“A numerous body of magistrates was, therefore, assembled
at the capital, at our command, for the purpose of revising the
penal cod rce ander the late dynasty of Ming,
and of digesting the same into a new code, by the exclusion
of such ceptio and the introduction of
ethets, 'whioh wers Tikely io contribal o the wixinmeat of jus-
tice, and 10 the general perfection eglobt The result of
their Iabors having been submitted to our examination, we ma-
wrely weighed and considered the various matters it contained,
and then instructed a select number of our great officers of
state, carefully 10 revise the whole, for the purpose of making
uch’ alterations and emendations as might still be found

soon an this object wn accomplished, we smued our

vuy-l suthority for the “mpression and publication of the work,

nder the ttle of  Ta Ting Lewh, tsih keae foo. le." or the

Goneral Laws of themperil dynasty of Tiing, collected and
auses

terior and ex-
terior departinents of our empire, be it your care diligently 1o
observe the same, and to forbear in future (0 give any decision,
arto pass any sentence, according 10 your private seniiments,
or upon your unsupported authority. ‘Thus magi
B Paopis ok o with! awe. and sabmission 1 e Jus-
tice of these institutions, as they find themselves respectively
concerned in them; the transgressor will not fail to suffer a
strict_expiation of his crimes, and well be the: instrument of
deterring others from similar misconduct; and, finally, the go-
vernment and the people will be equally secured for endless
generations in the enjoyment of the happy effects of the great

d noble virtues of our illustrious progenitors.

‘The penal laws ofthe Ta Tsing dynasty, in com-
ing down to the present time, have passed through
a great number of editions; the latest which we
ve seen, and which is now before us, was pub-

hed in the 10th year of Taoukwang (1830), in
28 volumes, octavo. We may occasionally, as we
ass on with the review, pause to compare the trans-
ruon with the original ; though our chief endeavor

sty Google v
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12 Penal Laes of China. Mav,

will be to give, and as succinctly as possible, an
outline of the whole work, with remarks, pro re
nata, on those points which show in the clearest
light the intentions and the opinions of the Chinese.
—The body of the work is arranged under the
following heads ; (1.) general laws; (2.) civil laws;
(3.) fiscal laws; (4.) ritual laws ; (5.) military laws ;
(6.) criminal laws; and (7.) laws relative to pub-
lic works.

L. Generat Laws. This division commences with
a description of the ordinary punishments. The low-
est degree of punishment is & moderate correction,
nominally from 10 to 50 blows, with the lesser* bam-
boo, of which however, only from 4 to 20 are to be
inflicted. The second degree is inflicted with the
larger bamboo; and the number of blows is nomi-
nally from 60 to 100, of which only from 20 to 40
are to be inflicted. Temporary banishment, with
the same number of blows as'in the second. con-
stitutes the third degree of punishment. Perpet-
ual banishment with 100 blows is the fourth. And
death, either by strangulation, or by decollation, is
the fifth and last. “All criminals capitally convict-
ed, except such atrocious offenders as are expressly
directed to be executed without delay, are remmed
in prison for execution at a particular period in
the autumn; the seutence passed upon each indi-
vidual being first duly reported to, and ratified by,
the emperor.”—It is obvious to remark, here, that
many of the laws and edicts of the Chinese, as well
as many of their words and actions, seem desi,
ed to operate solely in terrorem ; hence for 50 blows,
20 only are to be inflicted ; for 90 blows, only 35
are to be inflicted ;

The next section relates to offenses of a trea-
sonable nature; they are ten in number : namely—

i reqired to e about e feet and @ bl long: ity breadth
i e o b b i hickness
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1838, Penal Jaws of China. 18

{ Rebelion, which ia ai auempe o violae the divine order of
things on earth by resisting and conspiring against the emper-
ROLE LI Vherolorv." an Sepéakable catiage, snd s’ SMiorb
ance of ‘the peace of the universe; disloyalty, which is evinced
by an_atempt to destroy the imperial temples, tombs, and pala-
ces; desertion, a term which may be applied to the ofiense
of undertaking to quit, or betray the. interests of the empire;

pgrvicide, the murder of s father, uncle, unt, granether, of
andmiother—a crime of the deepest dye; massacre, which is
ad o be the, marder S theed o ar oo M o el

Sacrilege, | which is committed by stealing .from. tLe- tempies
e e B e e i g
by purloiing any artcles in the immedinte we of the sove-
‘reign, or by counterfeiting the imperial seal, by admi
‘the" sovereign improper medicines, or, in
missiou of any error or negligence by hiah "
sacred person may be endangered ; impicty, which is discoy
rable in_erory jnstance of disrspect o hegligence owards
those 10 whom we owe ou d by w
dngaied ad tbrovesied . Kl by those who
inform against, or insult such near relations while living, or
refuse to mourn for their loss, o show respect for_ther
memory, when dead ;
BB i ok oniiassia)stie v ok are Rumdafiod vir connec-
sions by Mood o marringe; insubordination, th rsing

by their enormity, are always p\mlshed ‘whh 154" ulmoet tigor
of the. law;: and when capital, are exempted from the benefit
ofigeueral pardon. B

. There are ecight privileged classes; the first in-
clude- the relations and connections of the emper-
. or; the second comprehends all those servants of
the crown who are distinguished for their long and
faithful- service; the third includes those who are
illustrious for their actions; the fourth class com-
prehends those who are eminent for thejr wisdom
and virtue; the fifth includes those who poueu
great abilities; the sizth -includes those who, by
day-and by night, are zealously and assiduously en-
gaged in the performance of their civil and mili-

duties ; the seventh consists of the nobility, which

Jincludes all persons of the first rank, and those of

the second and third who are in any civil and military

»Google _ unveRsiT O




14 Penal Laws of China. May,

command; the eighth includes the second and third
generations of those who have been distinguished
wisdom and emiuent services.—Persons
ng to the privileged classes cannot be put
on trial, except for offenses of a treasonable na-
ture, without the express command of the emperor.
‘This venefic extends to all the near relations of the
privileged classes. i

Whea an officer of government commits an of-
fense, his superior shall report the case to the em-
peror, who must direct and sanction the trial. If
the accused is convicted of any offense, which in
ordinary cases is punishable by the infliction of
carporal chastisement, he shall instead thereof be
subject to fine_or t6 degradation, or to both. But
those persons who have official situations without
possessing rank, shall not be exempt from corpo-
ral punishment.—It is remarked here by the trans-
lator, that “every officer of government, from the
first to the ninth rank, wust be previously quali-
fied by a literary or military degree, according «©
the nature. of his profession; but the clerks and
other inferior attendants in the employ of govern-
ment are not considered to have any rank, or to
be permanently distinguished from the rest of the
community.”

The Tartar subjects of the empire are chastised
with the -whip instead of the bamboo; and instead
of banishment, they are “confined with the cangue
[keid] or movable pillory.” There are several con-
siderations which are admitted in mitigation of pu-
nistrment.  When several persons are concerned in
an aflair, the accessories are punished with less
severity thaa the principals.

It frequently happens in China, at the accession
of a new emperor, and also on the oceurrence of
certain anniversaries, that ‘there are passed acts
of general pardon. From the benefits of these acts
all those persons shall be excluded, “ who have
convicted of any of the ten treasonable offenses

Gougle . uversit or cAtiros




1833, Penal Laws of China. 5

before mentioned ;™ or of murder ; embezzlement of
governmnent stores; robbery ; house-breaking ; grave-
opening; bribery ; forgery und fruud; adultery; Kid-
wapping ; swindling ; and in general all cases where
the laws have been transgressed by premeditation
or design. On the other hand, pardon shall be
extended to all who have offended inadvertently, or
who are liable to punishment merely by implication,
or who are chargeable with “ puglic offenses,”—
provided such offenses, cither of commission or
on, took place within the limits of their own
jurisdiction. There are * particular,” acts of pardon ;
and indulg, is frequently granted to offe
«for the sake of their parents” who are sick, in-
firm, or aged above seventy years, and have no
other child or grandchild above the age of sixteen
to support them. There are some provisions made
also for astronomers, artificers, musicians, and wo-
men, and for the aged, and young, and the infirm,
Persons who make a voluntary and full confes-
sion of their guilt, before it is otherwise discovered,
and surrender themselves up to justice, are par-
doned. When all the parties to an offense have
escaped, if an individual among them surrenders
voluntarily, and also delivers into custody one
other more guilty than himself; or if, when the
guilt is equal, the larger proportion of the party
are delivered up by the smaller,—those who thus
der themselves shall be pardoned
except in cases of killing, of wounding, and of
criminal intercourse between the sexes. But “re-
mission of punishment, upon a timely and voluntary
confession of guilt, shall not be allowed in those
cases of injury to the person or property which
cannot be repaired by restoration or compensation,
or when the offense was known to the officers of
justice while the offender was concealed, or in cases
of clandestinely passing public barriers.—If the
robber, thicf, or swindler, repenting of his conduct
restores the plunder to the persons trom whom he

suess Google o F




16 Penal Laws of Chena. May,

took it, or if the corrupt officer restore the amount
of the bribe to the person from whom it was re-
ceived, this restitution shall be deemed equal to
a confession at the legal tribunal, nnd in the same
degree entitle the offender to pardor

Colucrmllglhc Sorfeiture of guods, the law is, that
“in any case of un illegal transfer of property, in
which both parties are_guilty, or when' any person
is convicted of possessing prohibited goods, such
goods or property shall be forfeited to the state
but when any article of property has been obtained
from an individual by violence, injustice, extortion,
or false pretences, it shall be restored to the own-

The following are the laws concerning offenses
of members of public departments, committed in
their official capacity, and concerning errors and
failures i public proceedings.

“In sl cases of offcer of guvemment wmociated. in one
department or tribunal, and_committing of st th
fressimpe 1A i e
vestigations, the clerk of the department or
punished as the principal offender ;
several deputies, or executive officers, s|
gree, that of the assessors less by another degree, and that of
she presiding magisuiate less by a third degree. .. .If an inferior
tribumal reports it erronecus fudgment 1o 4 superir, which
superior, neglecting 10 examine and discover the error,
irms the sume; the members of the soparior tibunal m.nb.
respectively liable t0 punishment less by two degrees
hose of the inferior iribunal. On the other hand, bt
superior tribunal communicates its erroneous judgment to an
inferior tribunal, if the menbers of the later neglect 10 exam-
ine the same, and having fuiled to_ discover the error, confirmn
it by their proceedings, they alsoshall be liable to punishment,
though vuder a propartionate mitigation, in the case of each
individual—Tn nll these cases, the scale of the punishment in-
courts.”

 proceedings of 2 public office or tril ibun
covers %o as 10 correet or remedy
rion

st ok 7
of justice or ot
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public department, renders all the members liable to punish-
ment; but if any one of them voluntarily
vents any I'nllh:r dlhy from taking pl

or office nal or departm

ot thaclerk shall ‘mcur the’ full peaishibeat €xoept. b he
imael acknowledged the impropriety of delay which bad taken
place, and interposed to_prevent its_continuance ; in which case
his pnnuhmm shall be reduced two degrees.”

“In translating the titles of the constituent of-
ficers of a Chinese tribunal or public board,” Sir
George remarks, that “it was impossible to find
terms that were not in some point of view exception-
able, but those which have been chosen will show,
that the arrangement is analogous to thst adopted
m such of our own colonml governments, as are

d b of council,

ya
secretaries, and clerks.”

“ Offenses committed by for: '—is the head-
ing of a distinct section, which we quote entire.
“In general, all foreigners who come to submit
themselves to the government of the efpire, shall,
when guilty of offenses, be tried ai sentenced
according to the established laws. The uruculur
decisions however of the tribunal Le-fan Yuen (th
foreign or Coloniul Office,) shall be guided accom.ug
to regulations framed for the government of the
Mun ol tribes.

his section of the code,” says the translator
in a note, “has been expressly quoted by the pro-
vincial government of Canton, and applied to the
case of foreigners residing there and at Macao for
the purpose of trade. The laws of China have
never, however, been attempted to be enforced
against those foreigners, except with considerable
allowances in their favor; although on the other
hand, they are restricted and circumscribed in such
a manner that a transgression on their part of any
specific article of the laws, can scarcely occur, at
least, not without, at the same time, implicating
and involving in their guilt some of the natives,
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who thus, in most cases, become the principal vic-
tims of offended justice.

*The situation of foreigners in China is certainly
by no means so satisfactory on the whole as might
be desired, or even as it muy be reasonably expect-
ed to become in the progress of time. ~ [Again,
in another note.] It is one of the necessary, but em-
barrassing consequences of the footing upon which
foreigners are at present received in China, that
they can neither consider themselves as wholly
subject to, or as wholly mdependenl of, the laws
of the country in which the; hen unfor-
tunately involved in mnlenunnn “uh the govern-
ment, there is a line, on one side of
mission is disgraceful, and on the other, resistance
unjustifiable ; but this line being uncertain and un-
defined, it is not surprising that a want of confi-
dence should sometimes lmve led to a surrender
of just and reasonable p: es; or that at other
times, an excess of it should have brought the
whole of this valuable trade, and of the property
embarked in it, to the brink of destruction.”

"The following paragraph points out the mode of
procedure when the laws appear contradictory.

When the law in any particular case appears
differ from the the general laws contained in this
ision of the code, the magistrate shall always
decide according to the former, in preference to
the latter. 1f an offense is committed under ag-
gravated circumstances, of which the offender is
ignorant at the time, he shall suffer no more than
the punishment due in ordinary cases ; as for ex-
ample, *if a nephicw, being educated at a distance
from his uncle, and not knowing his person, strikes
him, it shall be judged to be ouly an ordinary case
of assault” Oun the other haud, if the offense is
committed under palliating circumstances, the of-
fender shall have the full advantage thereof; as for
instance, ‘u father strikes a persou whom he sup
poses 1o be a stranger. but who was in fict his son.”

to
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When the sentence of the law is said to be in-
creased, it ia implied that the punishment shall be
inflicted more severely,—a sentence of forty blows,

mes a sentence of fifty blows; when the sen-
tence is diminished, the ish is_mitigated,
fifty blows are reduced to forty ; and so forth.

’i"he following is the law concerning the dizi-
sion of time. “A day shall be considered to have
elapsed when the hundred divisions are complete
At present, the day is divided into ninety-siz d
sions. A day’s labor shall, however, be computed
only from the rising to the setting of the sun. A large
year shall consist of 360 days complete; but a man’s
age shall be computed according 1o the number
of years of the cycle elapsed since his name and
birth were recorded in the public register.”—Con-
cerning this division of time the translator remarks,
that the civil year in China ordinarily consists of
no more than twelve lunations, but that an inter.
calary month is introduced as often as may be
necessary to bring the commencement of every
year to the second new moon after each preced-
ing winter solstice. The most usual date em.
ployed by the Chinese, is the year of the reigning
emperor, but they likewise compute by cycles of
sixty years,—cach year of such a period being
distinguished with a particular name, formed b,
a binary combination of ten initial, and twelve final,
characters.

Here we conclude our extracts from the first
division, or preliminary regulations of the Penal

e. We have passed over several whole sec.
tions ; but have endeavored to bring into notice all
the most important topics, and, as far as it could
well be done, in the words of our elegant and
learned translator.*

To be cetinued
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Journal of a voyage along the coast of China from
the province of Canton to Leavutung in Man-
tchou Tartary; 1832-33: by the Rev. Cuarves
GuTzZLAFF.

[The journal, which we here introduce, and which we shall conclude in
Sher romber. sontuins & sketch of the thrd voyage which has been made
d

November
the second, he embarked Feb. 261
of Fuhke#n and Chekeing on his way u
he to Cores, and returning by the Lewchew arcl reached
Macao, Scpt. 4ih, 1832. For the chird, he embarked on  the S0th of last
Oct,, and ret

inte
either

welcome viatam.—We Gught o add, tha thi Jourml wee wrtlen
bication in England, and that at our requets he whler was e on
T ppenr U gen of e Reposnony

AFTER much consultation with others, and a con-
flict in my own mind, I embarked in the Sylph
Capt. W., commander, and A. R., esquire, super-
cargo, Oct. 20th, 1832. The Sylph was a fast sail-
ing vessel, well manned and armed. She had to
beat up against a strong northeast monsoon, and
to encounter very boisterous weather before rcach-
ing her destination, Teéntsin and M Tar-
tary. From the moment we left Macao roads,
we had to contest our whole course against wind
and current. Furious gales, accompanied with rain
and a tremendous sca, drove us several days along
the coast, threatening destruction to our barque.
But God who dwelleth on high did not forsake u
and, though ofien engulphed in the deep, his al
mighty hand upheld our sinking vessel. Ouly one

ascar was swept away; we heard his dying groan,
but could lend no assistance. It was a dark, dismal
night; we were thoroughly drenched with water ;
horror hovered around us. Many a wave swept ove
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our deck, but those which dashed against our poop
were really terrible; three of them might have
sunk us.

October 20th, we lay to under a double reefed sail,
and then ran into Ke-seak (Ke-shih) bay, on the east
coast of Canton province. The harbor is lined
with rocks. The coust is bleak and studded with
granite; the interior is very fertile. Mnn%vvillnges
and cities are visible from this place. e were
soon visited by the fishermen, a boisterous and
rough sort of people. In exchange for their fish,
we gave them rice, but they were never satisfied
with the quantity. Perceiving, however, that the
barter yielded them a great profit, they brought
vegelables, and offered themselves as brokers. Al-
though this was an imperial naval station, they were
by no means frightened by the presence of his ma-
jesty’s officers. They received my books gladly,
frequently repeating their thanks, and promising to
circulate them far and wide amongst their friends.
—In this voyage | was provided with a choice
stock of books, three times the number which 1
had in the preceding voyages.

During the night the wind subsided, and for the
first time we enjoyed reposc. The next evening
we visited Kap-che (Ki#-tsze), a little to the east of
Ke-seak. Here | was hailed by my friends, who
called me their townsman, and expressed their de-
light in seeing me come back again. Books were
in great demand, and the genuine joy in receiving
them was visible in every countenance. 1 had been
here a few months before, and traveled through
many a village with the word of God in my hand.
1t had drawn the attention of many, and the inter-
est now manifested was truly encouraging.

The weather becoming gradually fair, though
the wind was contrary, we were able by tacking to
advance slowly. When we passed Namoh (Nan-
aou) in Fuhkeén, we saw occasionally large vil-
lages and cities along the coast, at which we could
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.....l were obliged 10 put into Lac-no
“Fhis is i the northern part of
I‘uhkeeu Hsi 26 degrees N., aud long. 120 degrees
a very excellent harbor, and almost land-lock-
Auxious to proceed on our voyage we weigl
ed anchor carly uext morniug. The inhabitants
in the neighborhood who had never seen a_ship,
came off’ in boats, but being rather distrustful they
kept aloof. When I hailed them they approached
nearer and nearer, but by the time they came along
side, we had already got under way. Tendering
a book 10 an intelligent looking man, he was at
first surprised at the strange gift, but then turn-
ing to his countrymen he read it aloud. Their
attention was instantly drawn towards him; other
requests were made, and within a few minutes, the
ship was surrounded by clamorous applicants. The
captain was beckoning them away, and loosened
the painters, but they clung to our tackle and de-
clared, “we must have these good books, and will
not move without them.” Such determination had
the desired effect; I -gave them freely what they
so earnestly craved, and they went away exulting.
November 8th, we put into Pib-kwan, on the
fronticr of Chekeing, in lat. 27 degrees 11 min., N,
long. 120 degrees 22 minutes, E. This harbor
spacious, and by changing the berth, affords shelter
against all winds. Here we visited several junks
which were on their way to Shanghae. When
books were offered to the crews, they refused to
accept them, upon the plea of having nothing to give
us as an equivalent; and upon hearing that they
might receive them as a present, they made many
bows, and said that they took them upon credit.
Innumerable native craft are always :eenléal Ilg
about, as we approach _the emporiums of
nan and Chekeiing.  These coasters seem fo be A
aquatic race, preferring the briny element to the
comforts of the shore. ~Of all the Chinese fisher-
men, vl is & very numerons class of people,
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the natives of Fuhkeéu are the most enterprising
daring. ‘The greater part of the Chinese coast
is visited by them; they brave all dangers for a
scanty livelihood, and suffer the severest hardships
to return to their families with five dollars after
the toils of a whole year. Want and their lawless
inclinations have freq ¢ them inco pi-
rates; even at this moment they aretkz2 terror of
the whole Chekeiing coast.
We, had now (Nov. 15th) reached Keiingnan;
the w.ads were variable, and a month after our
departure we saw the promcntory of Shantung,
and were beating towards Mantchou Tartary. ft
was now a year since I had been there; we lap--
ed at Fung-ming, a place to the south of Kae-chow.
Some Si i who here i
the most numerous part of the population, were
quietly walking along the shore, wheu they saw
“these strangers” start up to view. Instead of being
startled they looked very gravely at us, and after
having satisficd their curiosity in regard to our
n, they went on with their work. We had
had a long conversation with the owner of a house,
who had posted himself right in the way to pre-
vent our entering his dwelling. T now thought it
high time to make them a present of some books.

hen they found that I really intended to_give these
to them, they changed their tone, became iriendly
and hospitable. We entered their hovels of which
the oven constituted the principal part, and, in fact,
seems to be the drawing-room, bed, and kitchen.
Pigs, asses, and goats lodged in an adjoining room
very comfortably. Our host had provided a quan-
tity of fuel from the stalks of the cotton plant,
which grows here very abundanily. He had a very
numerous and healthy family of children dancing
with delight about the strangers. Every body was
well dressed in seven-fold jackets and skins, and
seemed also to be well fed; for the country abounds
inall the of life, and has abund of

ITY OF CALIFORNIA



24 Guizlaf”s Journal. May,

produce for exportation.  When we left the people,
now grown more familiar with us, they pressed for-
ward to receive the word of eternal life, and were
by no means deficient in compliments and thauks
for the precious gift. -

A few hours afterwards we arrived in the bay
of Tung-ts.e-kow, in lat. 39 deg. 23 min. N., long.
121 deg. 7 min. E., where we found a large fleet of
junks, bound to the southern provinces, but now
lying at anchor. They were all loaded with Man-
tehou produce. The people on board secmed open-
hearted, and answered our questions with great
frankness. Their unanimous advice was, not 10 pro-

I ened farther to the north, because we should there
meet with ice.—I can bear witness to their readi-
ness to receive the tidings of salvation. Though -
their utter ignorance of Christianity opposed a strong
barrier to their understanding our brief conversa-
tions, yet the books will speak to them at leisure.
They may be only partly perused, or even some
of them may be thrown away; yet many a tract
and Bible will find readers, and impart knowledge
necessary to the salvation of the soul. Filled with
these thoughts we visited the valleys and hills a-
round the bay. Very few traces of idolatry were
visible in their houses; we saw only one temple
dedicated to the Queen of Heaven, with the trophies
of her saving power hung up—some junks in min-
iature. A few blind men were the overseers. We
found here a very intelligent people, who made
rational inquiries of us, and who also read our

s.—Nothing struck them so much as the
construction of a watch. The fine calico of our
shirts, and the broadcloth of our coats, also struck
their fancy very much; but for their want of money
they would have bought these at a high price.

‘The valleys along this coast present an alluvial
soil. Inno part of the world perhaps does the sea
recede so rapidly and constautly as in Leaoutung
and Pih-chi very year adds to the land some
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fertile acres, and makes the navigation more dan-
gerous. We walked along an estuary which runs
a considerable distance into the country. Large
flocks of goats were browsing upon the remnants
of grass which the retiring autumn had left. The
people were much frightened when they saw us
entering the villages; many of their FLouses were
very bare and comfortless. I here leaned to my
reat surprise, that the people had become appre-c
énsive’ that we' were about introducing - Roman
tholicism. Though I explained to them the wide
difference between our respective tenets, they shook
their heads and began to disbelieve my statement.
The people in the junks, however, were all attention,
and gladly received the gospel.—We had from an
eminence, a full view of the adjacent country.
None of the existing charts gives a correct outline
of the coast ; the southwestern extremity does not
run out into a promontory, but ends in a bluff head-
land, about a degree in breadth. Many islands
are scattered along the coast, but the “water is
shallow, seldom exceeding ten fathoms
On the 28th of Nov., we arrived in the roads of
Kae-chow. Upon examination, we found it impracti-
cable to anchor so close in shore as to protect us from
the strong northerly gales; we therefore bore away
“or Kin-chow and the Great Wall. Whilst we were
anticipaiing the pleasure we should experience in
behelding this ancient structure, we ran upon a sand-
bank, was entirely unknown to all of us.
The ship knocked very heavily upon a hard sand
bottom, and our apprehension” both of losing keel
and rudder, and of springing a leak, were by no
means groundless. Backing the sails ‘and throw-
ing part of the cargo overboard, proved ineffectual
to set us off; the vessel settled in the sand, and
remained immovable. - The next morning a fierce
north wind blew from the ice-fields of Kamtschat-
ka down the bay; the water decreased, the ship
fell over on her heam-ends, and all our ILascars
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were disabled by cold from doing any work. Dur-

ing these hours of peril, our almighty God consol-
our hearts so that we were enabled to remain

cheerful, and to hope and pray for the best.

After having failed in all our efforts to get her
off, a party of volunteers wus made up, and de-
parte for Kae-chow to procure assistance from the
mandarins. The land ‘was more than 25 miles
distant, the cold most intense, and we_had thirtcen
helpless Lascars in the boat. Entirely covered with
ice, we arrived at a head-land, and were received
most_humanely by some fishermen -and..a priest,
but found no mercy before the mandarins. One
of the Lascars was frozen to death, the others
were on the verge of eternity. Never did I so well
understand the 28th chapter of Acts; we also were
received into cottages, and a fire was kindled to
thaw our clothes.

‘Whilst we were on- shore endeavoring to
some lighters, the ship got off by the interposition
of God, who had ordered the south wind to blow,
thus driving up more water upon the bank. His
name be praised to all eternity—for we were .very
near- utter destruction. I had afterwards an inter-
view with a Mantchou officer of high rank; even he,
though a heathen, ascribed our escape to “ supreme
heaven.” When we returned to the ship, we agair
ran the risk of perishing with cold; for tue north
wind rose on a sudden, and the cold became so
intensc that everything congealed.

Dec. 3d, our s was coated inside as well
as outside with solid ice. After several hours of
labor we succeeded in getting up the anchor, and
took a speedy farewell of these. dismal regions.
At our re-entering Tung-tsze-kow bay, we saw.u
great number of junks at anchor. We were hailed
by the kind natives, who A)rocurcd for us provisio
and fuel, which the mandarins had. promised, but
had never furnished. he absence of their rulers
rendered them more friendly ; they did everything
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in their power to oblige, and showed themselves
worthy of our trust.—There is here a great field for
Christian enterprise. ‘Tne inhabitants show much
sound undcmnnd'ng, and are free from that de-
grading superstition which reigns in southern Asia.
Though every grove and high place was full of
idols and images, and every eminenc~ aornaJd with
a temple, the re Fle were not utterly enslaved by
superstition. heir habits and behavior, *hey ap-
peared very much like our peasantry : some of their
farms were in_excellent order, and ple i
everywhere.—Kae-chow city, which we- visited,
situated about 10 miles in the interior, surrounded
by a high wall, and thickly inhabited; it is a place
of extensive trade, but the houses are low and ill-
built.  The Chinese colonists, which are by far
the' most numerous part of tho population, are very
industrious; whilst the Tartars live at their ease,
and enjoy the emoluments of government. 1 con-
sider Montchou Tartary as a very hopeful field for
missionary enterprise, and humbly hope thati will
soon aftract the notice of some society.

Unable to remain any longer in these northern
latitudes, we bore away for Shantung. However,
as we there found the cold rigorous, we steered for
Shanghae in the southern part of Keiingsoo prov-
ince. Though keeping about 80 miles distant
B xttiesabiors.of ngnan, we nearly ran upon
a bank of the Yellow river. It is very apparent,
that the immense sand-flats of Keiingnan extend
a great distance from the low coast; but this coast,
as well as the greater part of Shantung and Pih-
chihle, is entirely unknown to any European na
vigator. We arrived (December 11th) near the
entrance of the channel which leads between shoals
and sand-flats to the Woosung river, on which
Shanghae is situated; here we were detained
for three days by contrary winds. The air was
darkened, and the storm raged throughout the dis-
mal days and nights. The motion of the ship was
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very grem, the sea dashing violently against her
weather-sidy

When at Inl the thick clouds cleared away, and
the sun shone out in his lustre, the sea still run-
ning very high, we perceived a junk in distress.
She had lost both her masts and anchors, and was
drifticz like a log upon the wide ocean. Several
Chineso vassels wero in her neighborhood, but
onl d her, and after
helplen sme, bore away with one " of her crew.
It was_time now for us to retaliate in the Christian
way ; for when we were in distress, nobody came
(o save us, and we had now an excellent oppor-
tunity of executing Christ’s commands in Matth. v.
44. We manned a boat and ran alongside, but
were nearly swamped by the huge waves. The
crew, twelve in number, stretched out their hands
for assistance, and with piteous cries intimated their
dangerous situation. ‘T'he first thing which they
handed to us, was an image of the Queen of Heav-
en, the patroness of Chinese navigators. At this
extfaordinary instance of heathenish delusion, I
grew impatient, as we had not a moment to lose ;

called to them, “let the idol perish, which can
neither save itself nor you.” We snatched up four
men into the boat and’ returned towards the.ship.
The idol was drowned, but all the men were save

s soon as they reached our ship, the captain of the
junk fell on his knees before Mr. R. the supercar

e directed him to adore the true God, and ren er
him. thanks for deliverance. When we had saved
their clothing, and a small part of their cargo, the
water had almost risen between decks, and we set
fire to the vessel.

After many reverses, baving entered the Woo-
w up & memorial addressed to

P ate of Shanghae district, and

delivered the Chinese; who were natives of Tsung-
ming island, to his care. We had immediately an
interview with admiral Kwang, the naval
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of this station ; he was very friendly, made numer-
ous inquiries respecting Mr. L. the supercargo of
the Amherst, and offered his services for our accom-
modation. During the time which we staid in the
river, or lived at Shaughae, I had frequent opportu-
nities of visiting those places where I had been six
montlu ago. The people appeared even rmore f.ien

than before. In the villages, they mqulred
whnher I had brought new books with me, and
were eager to obtain them. After distributing a
few, the demand grew more urgent, so that I could
scarcely show my face in any of the villages with-
out being importuned by numerous crowds. Most
joyfully did they receive the tidings of salvation,
though still ignorant of the glad message, “to you
is born a Savior.”—As it is a custom with them to
expose their dead near their houses, they are con-
stantly reminded of their mortality.

The mandarins never directly interfered with my
distributing books or conversing with the people.
After having issued the severest edicts against ha
ing any commercial dealings, they gave us full
‘mission o do what we liked. When they saw lEm
their inflammatory placards had not the desired ef-
fect, they changed their tone, praised our conduct
in rescuing twelve Chinese, but gave also their

ternal advice to the people, to have nothing to do
with the barharians. Meanwhile an imperial edict|
had arrived, enjoining the officers to treat us with
compassion, but not to supply us with rice or water.
They acted up to the letter of these peremptory~

but sent great of |
ﬂour. &ec., aboard, with the sole condition of nnl
paying for them. As we were rather short of provi-
sions, we accepted their stores.

This cenl.mfpul of China is very fertile, being
a continous plain of a black, loamy. soil, well ir-
rigated by numerous ditches and canals. | Thepo-

ion is.immense; and if we ought to judge from
the numemu children which we saw, it is on the
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increase.  Shanghae appears 10 be the greatest
emporium of the empire. We found there more
than a thousand junks moored opposite the city,

situated in latitude 31 degrees north, the weather
was rather severe, the thermometer seldom rising
above 33.

*Jan. 5th, we-sailed from this port, shaping our
course to Chapoo, a harbor on the north coast of
Chekeiing, in lat. 30 deg. 37 min. Until you come
to’the high lands which form the harbor of this
city, the whole coast from the Yellow river is
very flat, -and scarcely visible even with: the ship
close in to the land.  The seais everywhere re-
ceding from the land, so that the flats formed along
the shore, which are dry at low water, constitute a
barrier to the whole coast, and are gradually be-
coming arable soil. We tried to reach the shore
a few miles north of Chapoo, but even our jolly-
boat got aground, and we must have waded more
than a mile through the mud, before we: could
reach the- shore. But from Chapoo the country
becomes hilly with undulating ridges, and continues
80 for a long distance, with little variation.

- ‘Chapoo is the only place from whence the impe-
rial ‘monopoly with Japan is carried on. It has a
tolerable harbor, with considerable overfalls. The
rise-and: fall of the tide is very great, so much
that the smaller junks are left high and dry at low
water: - Together with its suburbs, the town.is
perhaps five miles in circuit, built in a square,
and intersected by numerous canals which are con-
neécted with the: Hangchow river. Nothing can-ex-
ceed"the beautiful and picturesque appearance of
thé #urrounding region. We may say that as far

. can_range, all is one village interspersed
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with towering pagodas, romantic muuaulcums, and
numerous tem, l The adjacent country is called
the Chinese Aruadm and surely if any- territory in
China is entitled to this name, it is the tract around
Hangchow and Chapoo. It seems that the na-
tives also are sensible of their prerogative in inhab-
iting this romantic spot.  I'hey have .ried w0 im-
prove upon nature, and have embellished the scen-
ery with canals, neat roads, plantations, and con-
spicuous buildings. We found nowhere so much
openness and kindness as among them. - Their
intelligent inquiries -respecting onr: country. were
endléss, and they seemed never satiated with our

com
Vyhen we first landed, an armed force was
drawn up along the shore. The soldiers had match-
locks and burning matches ready for a charge. A
Tartar general had placed himself in a temple to
i the operati eing dto
the fire of Chinese batteries, which: seldom do hurt;
and knowing that their matchlocks cannot hit,.we
passed the line of their defence in peace. The sol-
diers retreated, and the crowds of people in the
rear being very dense, a great part of the camp
was overrun and pressed down by the people, so that
the tents fell to the ground.  After this outset, noth-
ing disagreeable occurred; we were at full liberty
to walk abroad and converse with the people, and
were only occasionally troubled with the clamorous
intreaties of some officers. But after an interview
with a messenger from the lieut.-governor at Hang-
chow, (a very sensible, courteous olﬁccr 2) and several
other darins, we came to an
In one: of our excursions I took a box of books.
with me.. We had visited a temple upon a high
hill which overlooks all this populous region. ' The
tempies 'mig!'t be called elegant by the Chinesa if
the abominations of idolatry did not render such an
epithet wapplicable. When I took the hooks eut
of the beat and handed a copy o man of respeet-

Google UNVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA




82 . Remarks on the May,

able appearance, he read aloud the title, and all at
once the crowd rushed upon me, hundreds stretching
out their hands to receive  the same. gift. Within
a few minutes the store was exhausted, but the
news spread with great rapidity. We saw the peo-
ﬁla sitting for six hours together on the brow of a

ill opposite to which our vessel was lying at an-

hor. As soon as they saw us approaching near
m the shore, lhei: ran down the fnll with great
velocity, grasped the books from my hands; and sped
towards their friends in the surrounding villags
" If ever our Christian books have been read with at-
tention, it ' was here at this time. = We took a wide
rnge in the adjacent country, and were really a:
tomished at the general knowledge which these si-
lent nreachers had spread.—Let us not boast of
such an extraordinary instance of the diffusion of
knowledge, nor deny to curiosity her full share in
this stir; yet after all this, the gospel must be said
to have flown here on eagles’ wings. We leave the
result to God, and wish to revisit those places,
not  to exult selfishly in the great changes which
may have taken place, but to praise our Redeemer
that he has given to these millions the means of
knowing the way of eternal life.

MISCELLANIES.

ks ox TuE voroLsTion or Curna.*——It appears that
popul as given in your paper h,
ve statemeut of authors who. written

subj

Anqulmwd— with one part of China, or who

v kmhdq- from repor, the enormaus number of
far the actaal amount.

st only tha i proringm 8 the empire,

eans competent 1o judge of the population in
provinces; nor did 1 ever take the trouble to

* From a Correspondent.
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statistical accounts of one district with the average popula-
tion. Yet I have been everywhere struck with the dense
adult population which I met, and with the amazing numbers
of the rising generaon. ~ Every habitable spol is cultivated,
and inhabited by the greatest numbers which by their utmost
can subsist upon it. View the bleak coast of Fuh-
keén province; the barren rocks and the extensive sand flats
are rendered arable by industry, and are thickly inhabited.
The plains of Chekeing exhibit still greaer mulutudes in
merable hamiets.  Keangroo is crowdzd with vil-
. lages and cities; hundreds of miles we saw nothing but hamlet
joined to hamlet. Shantung province is  inferior o both these
R et o A el i ]
i,

should furnish subsistence for a greater number
of people than' most of the countries of Europe on equal space,
is not at all suprising, if we regard the provisions of the poorer
classes, which are here a greater proportion_than anywhe.c
e in the world. These all live on & very sparing diet, not
in quantiy but in qualiy. It is only in times of genera
starvation, that we could expect the inhabitants of the poorest
of Europe 1o lire upou the ccmmmcn diet of. the. poor
le here. We may safely assert that one European requires
an “mount of land o maintain him, sufficient for the
tenance of two Chinese.

solutely unproductive; but where are the meadows with their
Jarge hords of graing caulel, Where shall we find the Eu-
a

ropeau gardens or orchards? There are indeed some, but they
bear no pn*onmn ot grouud 1ok} out)orUees paspones

r forests are on the brows of hills, so that very
nd is lost thereby; and their marshes, by im-
e boen converted into_fertile rice-fields. The

e of catle,

P
. Add to this, the grossness of
Chinese _stomach which refuses nothing ; mn%mnm

the lar, yportation of provisions—from- souther
Mantchou Tartary; and the question how these mlllmnl %..n
subsist, will be solve

In E

we live not merely to drag out our terrestrial
existence, but’ we li

also for enjoyment, and the poorest classes
often waste more than would maintain double their number.
In China, the means of enjoyment are very limited: The com-
mon people bend their whole mind” to_ges the indispensable
necessaries of their existence ; they seldom go further. Though
o lly extravagant during the time of their fes-

their expenses ately afier they are
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34 Population of China. May,

over. T have adduced these facts o show the possibility of
the existence of such a population. | have added m) =y ows tes
timony as an eye-witness, and add s

populous country, nor
But China is ot

baring recieved, Ghioase refer to

rea
Mlulclnu Tartary, Formoss, Siawm, oo

A o ago, Mantchou Tartary was a dreary waste, hav-
ingriioto qostsiad by e gl viboes, Y St MGte
ambitious pmpm. i’ Chi At the present moment there are
willions of Chinese from Shantung province, iuhabiting this
country. [ have been in Tingchoo foo district, from whence
the major part of these colonists went; but we found no ap-

the population. Every year new emigrants
depart aud penetrate farther to the north, but their d
i scarcely perceptible in the numbers remaining.

During the ume when the Dutch held a part of Formss,
some_Chinese selllers came from Fuhkeen province ; but siice
the Chinese have bad possssion of the aad, (heir nummbers
Iiav millions. These supplies
from Fullkoén. province, and the sasiern parts of s
thoy are daily on the increase, so much so as to threaten the
entire extinction of the aborigines.

When the Ming dynssty ceigned, 3 fow traders Gund their
way to_the southern But afier the accossion
i *ho Mantchou family to B throne, mlitudes of men from
f hikeen left their homes for the ds of 1l la-
10 escape the thralldom of these e P hen
ingobing succseded Kanghe, he not only aonived st thees
emigrations but even encouraged them. With the extension
of ‘the trade to the countries south of China, emigration also
increased. Many of the islands are thickly inhabited by
the Chinese seters,” whose numbers are anoually in by
uéw comers, whilst only a few return to their native land. I
have been in those parts of the empire from whence these colo-
iijis come ; but the emigration never thins the dense popula-
tlin, which might seud forth tenfold the present number of
Grlosise, without depeving, the countsy of culvaiors.

The_most numerous part of the population in Siam is Chi-
nose, . faroutnumbering the natives. of these’
come from the casiern -part of Canton provinc; and  notwit

ctious ‘made. 10 pravont 4ny -...mmm.-w-. we well
nted with the countries  west o

ou= GO gle
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* perhaps find that the Chinese emigrants o thtong towards
those vassal states, wherever they are not directly prokibited
from crossing the frontiers. The lile which wa have. s

suffi ision of Cli
ink_therefore that
the census s given in the Ta Taing Hway-tecn, is rather be-
low than above the actual number.

Whilst viewing these myriads, debased by gross niol-uy.
we cannot but deeply lament their condition. ~ 2 the
glrious gospel sl ot peneiraie these “eaat ondy, Lbey

wa 1 before the eyes of

& i TN Bt e i baea s s

i b

joicing. For them also the Redeemer of the world be-
came man, and suffered the most cruel death on the cross;
the same 'blood which was shed for the European nations
which has proved effectual o the salvation of millions
se afford deliverance to the sons of Ci
2re.00 chimeras ; ‘ws.irust i, the aving powsr of the exalied

Son of Gul: we bulieve his promises, and may perhaps in

oar_own tiines see the approach ‘of the glorious day.

The political economist i1y ask, What will become of Chi-
na if her popul
To this question, | can give no answer. We may look
wiahfully o the_westers_Siores, of the American continent
there_is_still Tomsof ~ industrious: colonists
like the Chinese;; but e syt ol gcodal separation previ
one frm Tdulging in such speculations—Let Christ
sway her sceptre over China, and all will be well

Vaccination.—The papers concerning the introduction of
into this country, alluded o in a previous number,

me first, page 334,) came 1o han nouth.
B e s I 4 Vop olkered friendly leter,
which however requires us to refrain from remarks which, we

and' we are happy to do it thus publicly, our huny thanke,
both on our own account and in behalf of fited mil.
Tions of this ewpirerThe first part of the P
of a which was written in 1816 the last part contai

2 summary of three other Reports, which were mads subse:
quently and at different times. The fract mentioned in the
B ot itk ‘one ot two others wrtien by natives on the
same subject, we purpose to notice in a future namber. Dur-
ing the present season, and partly perhaps in consequence of

»Google
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36 - Vaceination. May,

the unusual prevalence of the small-pox, the practice has_been

very extensive in Canton;—a litle grandson of his excellency
nor Loo is among the subjects vaccinated. Without fur-

{her remark for the prestnt we here subjoin the pepers sutre.

Report subnitted to the Board of the National Vaccine Es-
tablishment, mp«(lng Me  introduction_of _the practice of vac-
cine A : s progres sine
that perid, aat o o o T Gt ‘ebruary 18th,

816.

it ing devolved upon me (o conduct or superintend the
introduction and practice of vaccine inoculation in this part of
the world, during the last eleven years, I beg leave io submit
t0 the Board of the National Vaccine Establishment, the fol-
lowing Report of its commencement, progress, and present
state. I do not flatter my.lr lhn any suggestions or facts in
my power to adduce, can leemed essential, either to
t“e establishment, or to the .mpmmmm, of the practice;
sl [ trusthat he ollowing detile wil convey some st
mony of the efficacy of it, 0 the mass of evidence
which ‘has saablod. the- Boued, and. tho Madicel rofesion st
orge, 1o pledge themaelsea 0. filly and 50 solemnly in its
behalf to their country.

Almost from the period at whica rational proof was fforded
of the efficacy of vacination for its end, the Honorable the Fast
India Compasy- had, in their own tercitories, promoted_the
practice by every aid and countenance in their power to afford
and e.}m..n, o 57 & wwaiboonce. of sspeaecfe #ha wels

R orormioouts have Iucurted In bebalf of thele sabjpsty
in mitigation of mere. perscaa nd su
inga, bowever great and geneal they might be
with' 4 me and its institutio

they have all along sanctioned- the end;
which many ausmpie were mads 1o airodace the prectice from

Bmu ut unsuccessfully.

Tn the spring of 1805, lud -mm James Drummand, esquire,

was m " o bead of thei n m/m#mlnha accine
broaght by_ M. How subjoct and

2cs0, in His vossel, upon live subjeots fom Manil;
“Cuthalo” Mujesty hasing. hed it covreyed by itable
and under the care of profssional men (scros the
tleme:

s:mh American continen), (o m- o the Phillippine
nds. Baimis,) states
Lol el T ractics in thi. county;_ buk
before his arrival_in m'u.. bud_ been m»m—u
conducted by the

a5 by --mlly among. dn-wlwmutb-u udlb-cln-. and

ainal from,
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the sccampanying tract drawn up by e, had been transisted
by Sir George Stannton wto Chinese, and published several
sonthe previous 10 his arrival
As 1 deemed the inoculation among subjects connected with
the foreign society, or with the seulement of Macao, nugatory
towards an establishment of the practice in China;
from the beginning conducted, first at some expense, by ino-
cal periods among the natives, of them
necessarily, rest classes, who dwelt ciowued togeth
ADAew Clberpiooyio 70501 (1be. smallpox'tbetags: Inveriibly)
tn-anoual epidemic in this province) s eficacy soon came 10
the tost_ By the time the British Eactory removed from
g " thar! sensony & dogrea of combdence fad e
csubliabed in s avor: and in the course of the winier and
L months of 1805-6, and during the raging of the small-
Rt asrnets period of attack is in February, and
decline early in June), the numbers brought for ino-
Selation wire grov
At that time it was considered judicious to endeavor to give
the practice extension by vaccinatiug as many as possible, not
fuly aware of the charactersic pathy of the Chinese to what
10 their observation through the
eif vuoings o etereets, and erroueously
benefit to be appreciated, required but 1 be
(I believe I may state thousands,) were
nd even under the
circumstances stated, and in that early stage of the pursuit,
T heard no_imputation laid against the success of the practice,
which admitted of being traced —an instance of good fortune
the less to n expected, because in order to fulfll the
views -t et e, proper means for its dissemina-
several Chinese in the details of it,
afier the best manner | could, and they practiced it extens
sively as weii <t a distance from as under my inspection.

When_the :mlll~pox cemsed to be epidemic, the eril and
gainst it were equally forgotien ; und

and in both instances, again brought from the island of Lugonia.
At two other times, when lost at Macao and Canton, ‘at-which
—b'.é' in_my power to exert any c:

L) it has been o ke coun
districts at considerable di bat stll withi
(iinovincs 'of ‘enion. - Begond hatprovince, I have no
certain grounds for stating the practice 1o have spread; and
B e -siia eld out 1 me, that-the’ vaceioe might

the cows in some: of the remoter provinces,

FORNIA




38 Vaccination. May,

Tis present state, aud the prosprets of its preservation, are
pounts upon which it will probably be wast satisfciory 10
alrd mocess and 12 connected. wil those, the-pruck. i
favor of the efficacy of the pract

fripesipos (ol D amang_she lowe
classes of society, so as W have

Cliese |ru|wdu'.¢ © couteud
ith, entertained. aguinat subiniing the children to VaccintLon
during the gre heats of the summer and autwmnal months,

bt from an ohservation, 'ewllly ,m, that all
diseases attacking or brought on at more
than usually dangerous or severe.

This impediment will also, I doubt not, be surmounted in
Souse of e~ peniay o iken Si SRS
one point, some of tho principal membereof the Cliprse coe

corporation, in whom is vested the uclu-l'pnvll
T CocTaSg TOr. kraign. rade, \ave sstablished 1 fond !w
affording gratuous inocalation o Gie poor
pecilly " ramed, and fudiciouly s, to_aliot ama el premiuma
ing forward their children at that objectiouable.
purnd The pnclxu is heir hall for meetings,
the CI mator whom 1 have beluu ‘mentioned ;
e 0 (wbea the. mumbr o
limitation,) are, at that plm lnncul "
am now released from the I he
task of personally umduunl i nmmlnan,—u, care being
Jimited to inspection of the pustules from which m lynphu
taken, aud that for form only, in consequence of
rumors having been circulated, of the Chinese el
having been citoumepact. in. s choion of the maser they

A‘funnm "medical servanis of the Eaat India.
Chian e coocerue, the .......nm.ﬁ?ﬁ
dwqmam of persons, been grawitously dispensed.
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no way unfavorable, either 1o the chances of dissemation or
preservation of the practice, that it has becou

of reputation and emolument to_the Cl
1ged

. As regards the description of people who have hith-
erto been benefited by it, their conviction of its efficacy must
have been chiefly founded upon pure practical grounds, from
opportunities of observation, that no kind of

ction with, vaisloos

ents infected
enciehe had bosn sacoiouied. "To those among whom it
as now advanced, a p.nml of the tract ted
language will serve to give additional currency
o ibe practce. | un anable 0 form o mysell any probatie
estimate of the number of persons who have been benefited
by vasciatiion n the districte of And around Canion aed Ma-
cao; but in the period I have specified it must have been
very great, so much as o reuder a counection between (e
reater mildness of the small-pox when epidemic, and the
Simesination of the_ practice, not impomsible. The. mods' in
which the practice has been conducted, corresponds to that
deemed most proper in Europe; the difficulty of again seeing

o necessary 1o guard
against the chance of failure by an increased number of in-
sertions, generally four.

o The next Report whi

was made, dated Mareh 19th. 1821,
suggesed b documents (rom the Board, a0d the Earopean
-cmunu and publications -bou! mn period,—narrating ocer
rences, md numerous
modified _small-pox

of considerable solicitude

=it ons
with a mna-,.ond..., desire 10 as-
cortain, if, and how far, we had-proved instruments of spread-
ing delusions instead of a benefit. Afler staung that the prac-
tice of vaccination had been upinterrupiedly_contined, ‘and

ing confidence in its efficacy; it was added, that the circum-
stances, which in England had shaken the public confidence
as to the practice had been communicated to the Chinese
inoculators, (the Board's Report of the preced ing year was
translated into Chinese for them,)—and that it was endeavored
n see or learn the details of every case of rumored failure.
The result proved satisfactory, although in the preceding and
that season, the small-pox ha ted in an unusual degree
of sererity, and auended with_mortality. "Two descriptions of
; one i which the supposed vaccination had

ith spurious matter, or otherwise imperfectly or unskill-

fully conducted; the other, when a modified pallos
actually ensued afier inoculations which
which had proceeded rogy

e and

OF the first dﬂcnplmn though
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40 Vaccination. May,

numerous, none presented themselves who had been vacei-

nated under inspection, or at the Canton institution. O the
second, the number was fow,

doubt as 10 the occurrence. In

eruptions, the fever was slig}

ppovred.odi o Gaarseted TabowE ing 0o
ks, answering closely o the real phenamass of he chick.

hinese

And their general reliance on the security from the practice,

has not beeu shaken by this knowledge, more than it was
by our statements.
ries were furnished to the Chinese v;
b iswers obtained, in case of rey
and inspection was 10 be observed and enjoyed
was possible, as well as strict attention paid to the rale of
inoculating with at least four insertions, leaving two pustules
i dry untouched wherever it was possible 10 do

It had then extended to the adjoining province of Keiing-
but again dropped there,—having_been met by the hostility

ible interest

u th their deities, to avert or_mitigay
The breaking out of the ‘scarlet fever Aforded
of crimination against a practice, which was said to retain the
poison in the system, 1o appear ai a future time, in still worse
shapes.

To ihe autum_of 1820, Monsr French surgeon
in the service of the king of Coehmchml .rnud bringing a
letter from Monsr. Vannier, then acting as minister to that
sovereign, requesting furtherance w0 his mission, which was,
10 convey the vaccine to Cochinchina, for which place he
departed in February, 1821, and succeeded in his object.

Two reports have been made since that of March 19th, 1821,
copis of which ave uok boon preserved. 1t may be vated
of thei , that the practice has, in the

iy amd extension among the C

poso, of Canton, proviace of eve -
1o hive bean soaveyed agun to Ke u..-. e o Ko eiog:
nan, and Fuhkeén provinces; that it m-ehed Peking, but
unfortunately was again. lost there; that its anti-variolous effi-
ca nown and_confided in; and that its preser-

e siaion, wudthe agency of the Chinese mu-n-, the
ipal of whom, A-he-qua, (who has been
Fraaice sie 1806 in & van romarkably quhhoddfoe =

riginal from
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business by his cant of judgment, method, und perssverance.

e has been encour

aged in bis

laudable exertions by the fa-

Turbis opinion or ing counteymen, aud by marke of dising-
ati

which have

tion or_consi

the higher ot the hial & e
in question also contained a summary of what
presented itself, that the practice of vaccination fails oceas

unfrequent)

wlous disease,

n him by
I
nce had

flording a perfect secarity
, though still modified

and mitigated in character by the previous experimer..

December 26th, I

A. P

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

population
oF ek s of Mileoc, i
cluding town and country, is
be above 25,000;
of whom two thirds live in_the
town of Malsces sod it
ity an sists of Chinese,
i35, Arae, Kiiogs or (s,
Iabars), Portuguese, Dutch, an:
English. But the Chinese
y more than

pulation of the
The acting l’nnl:lpd of the
Anglochinese college, the Rer
W Toitic, kas ety obliging.
Iy furnished s with accoun of
and Malay schools
3t Malacea, down o the 11th of
Mueh 1833; and of the Indo-
uguese schools, to October
o (8 Biecsding yoir. Thews
schools are supported by ch
rity, and contain_between
and seven hundred children
The accounts of the Malay
and Portuguese schools must

oigizes by (GO gfe

be dsferred il the publication
of our next number; concern-
ing the Chiasen schocls, Mr.
T. thus writes :—
“In giving a report of our la-
bors here during tin present
year, we are still unable (o cor

on as hﬂemfnm, which if stead-
ily persevered in with faith and

prager, will at last, through the
Lord's blessing, change the sur-
rounding wilderness into a fruit-
ful field. The good seed i

upon what may mm.m, be
thought  goniasil—the bearts

UNIVERSITY OF C
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daill superintended by the senior
boys of the college. Every Sat-
urday they are iitod by the
missionary himseli. Each child

born here,
know mach of their fther's -
, they go a step far-

lh. render 1 Chm-
1o Balay, with which dhey o
are familiar. Itis m-{.u.,

t know that the children_are
leaning something of our hol

merely by rote, ac-

mon mode

-—nu-,bynlcnd-
ing with their teachers our Sab-
bk morsing Chivese service

the chapel. Also at two
of the Fublcén scheols where

COUS]G

Digit

Malacca.

May,

we have week day evening ser-
vices, several of the elder schol-

o’ldn-hhmd-.dlhb
08 into the caloqua tongues
of the Chinese and Malays, is
followed also in these schools;
and indeed with the this

is donbly impartat, hey being
usually much

we have twen-

g huyt Thb':, e al aght

ing sincere and enlightened fol-

o o praie "laﬁenv

« Ia training up these yout

fo i and for eteriey, i e
constantdesire 1o

\nd lb‘ll 10 the fountain qud
of heavenly wisdom, where they
may drink of the pure streams
of the water of life; yet we do

ly desert the little rilis

bo,
reading a chapter of the B

Original from
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
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which is expluined to them in
Eoglish and Chinese; after
which they again go over it
rsndering i verse b verse into

Chi
A Rer breakfust we take up
2

and explain a page, more or less,
as before. A passage of

nese exercise in writing, 10
premeni the fallowing dy. 1a
the afternoon we read a part of
Dr. Milne's * Treatise on the
Soul,” with the College teach-
er of Chinese at our head.

When the fatter has made the
lesson sufficiently plain toall, in
e colloquial Chinese,

it to them in easy,

familiar English. A passage
selected from this lesson as an
English exercise in writing.
“Fhey have also daly

in Murray's Gr
Fijiih capositioa, Ou T
days, half a day is devoted to a
lecture on Geography; or As-

he” Sabbath, a~

post on

T seniot bopa are o em-
ployed about two hours each
day as monitors in teaching the
juniors English reading, writing,
and arithmetic on the Brit
stem, under the general suj

o ary
‘The senior boys, as ady
been observed, dnlv o ]
mumber the scholics w. the
*Chunese boys schools, and are

, constant m_auendance at our

variousrligioussevices i Chi-
nese, held chapel on the

BTt a0 al oro aher places
the town on_ week day even-
ing : most of them attend very
regalarly our English services

»Google

in the chapel on Sabbath aud
Wedusuds Ieis in-

s

nese youths, in their own dress,
siting amoog the profesed peo-

ing the knee before Him 1

with the under-
standing the praises of Jehovah
ongue. Several of

time,

nd delight. Could our
n England and Ame--
ica behold with their own eyes
the same sight, their  hearts
would doubiless be filled with
joy and gratitude in being priv-
ileged 10 behold even :
of small things,” and would be
encouraged 1o persevere and
wot 1o faint
Lord’s work in 1
alno-t cheerless field. We can-
not indeed say that these, once
heathen youths, are now be-
come real Christians; but while
we observe them daily increas-
ing in divine knowledge, and
sce them constanily Toaung up
with the people of God to i
sanctuary, and there meekly re-
ceiving instruction from  [is
ministers, we indulge a cheer-
ing hope of seeing some, at least,
becoming true and enlighiened
disciples of the Savior, and
iebiors and_ guides 19" theis
vwnlhelllwhl‘n

¢

“oumrymen.
ay be thought that we
are indulging t0o sanguine au-
ticipations about these college
boys, aud looking ton much on
the bright side of the picture.
Perhaps it may be the case;
for we readily acknowledge we

UNIVER
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-are_prone o look on the Lord’s
work with a cheerful aspect,
and hail with joy even a tender
reen biade that
makes its appearance upon the
sterile surface of the wilderness.
We do not however glory in
these things as the fruit of our
own lavors for o.her
hbtned ind we
 their labors, and whatever
it the Lord ey pormit 06 10
gather, we would remember that
others " have long toiled _here,
and borne the heat and burden
of the day.

““The following is a summary
<* what has been printed in Ma-
Incea during the year;—6.000

e of vusions tane, Sitlly
reprints of old standard tracts,
five having been recat on new
blocks in a |.r!=. charsciers
2,000 s
mnm wpm or the enx.m
and revise lition of lnu
Sacred Scriptares—the  first
which hase beeu printed from
the new blocks.

“We have not much to say
respecting our intercourse with
the heathen, and the distribu-
tion of tracts amongst the Chi-
nese. ‘The daily labors of the
whole college, and other duties
o the estblshment concinusl
ly pressing
the attention of the Chi
missionary leve bim le e

the peo-

teresting part of the missionar,
work. Occasionally he takes a
bundle of tracts and Scriptares
uuder hisarm, ‘and ‘makes an
early moraing’ excursion into
the town.
“ However on two occasioy

(being obliged for the sake m‘

+Go: gle
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his partaer’s health to retreat
from the scene of his labors,
and spend a few weeks in the
neighborhood of - Malacea, dur-
ing the vacation at the oo
mencement of the ye
again about the middle of m
year at Singapore,) he had leis-
mongst the

sphere of his former labors, he
cheerfully entered on his work
again, and was glad to find the
me large and craving demand
for the bread of life as former-
Iy, so that he
pelied to deliver all he had to

m
before he had gov well into
town. Besides the Chinese, in-
divdunlaof arious tions sc-
costed him without

or hesitation, inquiriny o booke

Several were very desirous of
sbiaiaiog the later complea,

red by 1l
§rand point apon whish we are
Original fram
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at issue with them is, Jesus
+ the son of God, the only
Saviour of men, contrasted and

emaaied. 0 zihe.-impostor-—Jho-
hammed. This should always
be plainly st m an
strenuously maintained.”

Stwaurons.—The population
of this seuement, sccording to
scensus taken Januury

OF these, s,sn a

e Malays; 119

96 are_Indo-
e Ci

pore and the -d,.u... islands,
the Rev. C. H. Thomsen is the
only missionary now employed ;
and among the Chinese there
is o one at present except Mr.
Abeel, who during a short so-

journ is  endeavoring,” as he

wries under dateof March Jiih
1533 e inese
house apore with Chris-

tian tract

Staw.—The Rev.
late of the Burman mission,
at Singapore Teb. 30th, eapecte
ing to embark thet evening or
the vext day for Bankok.

Burwan.—By recent accounts
it_appears that the mission in
this empire con

l'luhldannn
un to
egoan languageecs They b
already four presses and three
printers sent out from the
churches, employed in their
book department.

LITERARY NOTICES.

)
B s e Mt ot
a China: Theo. 24,
X Ronaar Monaisan,
Printed for the Author

at the Albion Press.”

Wz have been favored with
a copy of this sermon, which
we were present to hear al

at the time of its delivery on
o i A
of .the _ship, as a testimony of
personal friendship to the Doc-
tor ; the circumstance also of its
being the first day of celebrating

»Google

u
an interesting occ:
the text, Rev.
ressess a word of
tiom to the various characters
specified in the message to ¢
churches. (1.) “To those who
have left their early attachment
10 the Lor rist and
his cause. (2) To those who
Iabor in the service of God and
suffer tribulation. (3.) To those
who remain faithfal in  the
midst of the most ungodly

From
he author
admoni-
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society. (4.) To those who pos-
sess the virues of charity, faith,
and putience, but who do not
bear a sufficient testimony a-

finally 10 the iukuwarm.” The
subject appeared 1o us well
h

chosen and very apposite to the

u
do notejoy the ser
chaplain o of any religious
instructor ; but we under:

n Tequired he

,-_ns.m hefoml,hg_us

Of the remaniag 50 ships, we

s R
cars, and oficered with Furo-

ans. But for those who un-
derstand English, we do not
Jeara that auy provision is made

nsters
attempt it.

pumber of American
essels which .m-ed in cnm

May,

wen's Friewd Saciety sent ont
£ empti Tved here at
the end of Oct., 1852, By him,
public worship was maintained
at Whampoa, during the foue
or five succeeding months. Not-
withstanding several inconven-
iences attendant upou preacs

gious publication; aad thus "far
columns princi-
ed with papers ‘chib-

th

ting the doctrines un
promises nd

the character md dum-omu
fessos of Chei

At the s
of this vast em,
surroundiny Chun- Iln"‘:p
nations,
chew, and Cochi hm togeth-
numerous Chinese
seuocsentain sha Aump-l-p

re viey intense interest
by the Chvistan
lnd “ g8 occutzgnces which

ﬁl‘hn

a
shis port, the American Sea- -muom.-.upt 3

Disitized

Go gle

Original fromy

UNIVERSITY.OF CAR



1833. Journal of Occurrences. 47

“The moral and religious cha-
racter of the Chinese cowes di-
rectly under the observation of
the Evangelist. On this topic
is allowed to speak
for . Each of the n
Bece: bafors w8 contains

daubiomy. propare the way for
the introduction of foreign in-
telligence. A Chinese Moga-
zine is a great desideratum ;
and we hope another year will
not pnss away before such a
publication is commenced.

Concering the term Vay-
huhwoa the Evangelist
“he missionaries in the South
Sea islands have introduced
Jehovah as the name of God.
We kare vt found in any of
the books of the mis-
sionaries, that they have intro-
duced this name t0 the kaow-

Jedge of thei
It has been pwpoud g

testant wissionary to use ¥uu-

wa in the Chinese lun-
guage; for the matives zome-
times ask the name of our God
And why not introduce that
name by which he has revealed
imself, n known 1o
bis pocple in every age of the

orld * God spake unto Moses,
ek said noto hito <1 s Tehe-
vah; and I appeared unio A-
braham, unto Isase, and unto
Jacob, by the name of God Al-
mighty ; and by my name Je-
hovak, ‘was I not also known
to them?’ The_import of the
Chinese words [Yay ho hwa],
Jather, fire, and flower o flame,

e

ed on it in fire] t0 prochim
these words;" ‘I am Jehovah
thy God. Thou shalt have no
other gods beside me. Thou
shalt not make to thyself any
graven image, to bow down

hyslf 0 it “Thou shal not
take the of Jeborah thy
G vain’s ot Jaotek
not_acquit him who taketh
name in vain.’

JOURNAL OF OCCURRENCES.

moon (May 24th). The
compelitors is stated to be more than
varving in age (rom the lad
SChwen yrs o s 15{ bead of
"

ton ‘
ing 10 not
.23.. who presides i (P

b Co~ gle

.000 &

hong merchanis. Tn conseqaenso of
this, and by the request of governor
Loo, has_cond
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should be sent down for the two sen- !ur the child, treat it well, M We
ior :NHIMI Howqua l-li.‘ MMR wly pribrd
S S
e R =
=
bis son Woo Va Formosa. —‘l'h- accounts

aDsrrramen —M 10 o'dosk on
. the.

seventeen crim.

o
eho ‘were sil sentenced (0
: 'ﬂu e
o mountio two o tres milons T
nuly Fiecinfo riyelag of

e w wae werelod away o the place of
execut the ' penalty
Fthe law at 2 o'clock. P ML

ion in_Ssechuen
Nave bovs rou -.a in Canian during

nually more han nnn(y junksloaded
with sug portation of cam-
or

e srects oading thoe v chivdren
by the band. and. offering them or

(-.l neces i
. The natives he
tioms ’F.’T.n"""x' s, as ‘;d' . Bonier and farther towards the sest
their children. In cases of thiskind, 0y and have been partly amalga-
[t ianters.”

the_purck d to give s
v promer tat b 8 e
e e

ast_ half. of onth has been

have mml.a for severs

succemive o thero

of sickness, .a m-uy ndudorum-%(n—l 'T
-F 6 o rami thegeni o Indy of

Aty Yien. formerly governor of Canton hut novw of Yunuan and

i Eo O g‘l?" ave set out on such « rambing

e -.«a ...4 dry

ye -nnb.r!y .




CHINESE REPOSITORY.

Vor. I1.—Jung, 1833.—No. 2.

Journal of a voyage along the coast of China, fror:
the province of Canton to Leaoutung in Man-
tchou Tartary; 1832-33 : by the Rev. CHARLES
GuizLarr.*

Jaxvary 14th, we changed our station, and came
to anchor under an island. The curiosity to see
the ship was greater here than at our former place,
and being less embarrassed by the presence of the
mandarins, we were able to live more quietly and
to extend our intercourse with the people. A tem-
ple built on the island under which we !}F,, is very
spacious, and presents a real labyrinth. The whole
island is picturesque, and appears to have been
designedly chosen on this account. We saw here
an edict pasted up, forbidding the possession of
arms on. any account, and threatening decapita-
tion to all who dared to disobey this regulation.
The priests had for a_long time been desirous to
get hold of a few Christian books, but when they
could. not obtain them, they almost wept for dis-
appointment ;—I had _previously landed on the
opposite shore, where I was surrounded by multi-
tudes who did not cease importuning me till they
had gotten every book out of my hands. There

* Continued from page 32.
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were very fow individuals who could not read, so
that we may entertain the well-founded hope, that
even the smallest tracts will be perused to advan-
tage. We enjoyed the sociely of the natives very
much. Combining intelligence and cordiality, they
lost no_opportanity of showing their i

of making pointed inquiries. Whe* a field for
missionary exertion do they present! 'Their hearts

are open o the impression of truth, and their
doors for the reception of its messengers. Wi
humbly trust in the wise government of God, (which
can defeat all the restrictive laws of the most crook-
ed policy,) that the doors to these parts will be
soon thrown open.

Though it was now winter, and often severe
weather, the country to the southwest presented
the most attractive views. From a temple, which
being imperial had a gilded spire, we used to
look down upon the surrounding valleys. With
the priest, a very cunmng man and a fine pattern
of Chinese ness, I had a very long conversa-
i As soon as { touched upon
some poiuts which concerned a_higher world, he
was dumb. As to the religious creed of other na-
tions, he appeared to be a perfect latitudinarian.

On the 17th of January, we got under way for
Kintang, an island which we had visited in the
Lord Amherst. The cold being very piercing, some
of our crew died. As the mandarins had previous-
Iy taken possession of the anchorage in the inner
harbor, we took care not to have anything to do
with them. The natives being under the immediate
control of their rulers, were rather distrustful; how-
everthey recognised me, and brought great numbers of
diseased people, of whom lhey requested me to take
charge. The state of the poor, and in anerll of
.u the common people, is very wretched du

.nrgxa we have firesides and n~
nhlc mnu, but these miserable beings can neither

inal fom,
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afford nor procure fuel. Every shrub is cut up;
every root is dug out; and the hills, which in
other countries are generally covered with wood,
are bare or only planted with a few fir-trees. To
supply the want of fire, they carry fire-pots in their
hands with a few coals in them. They dress in
five or six thick jackets, which are stoffed witk cot-
ton and thickened with numerous patches put upon
them ; indeed, many are only patchwork, but they
keep the body warm, and this is all that is required.
The Chinese are generally dirty i their habits;
and the consequences both of warm clothing and
uncleanliness are a great many cutaneous diseas-

ous when they have become in-
ght to be an object with a mission-
ary who enters this field, to provide himself with
lurge quavtities of sulphur and mercurial ointment,
and he may be sure to benefit many.

It has always been my anious desire to give
medical help whenever it was practicable. However
the sufferers are so numerous that we were able 10
assist_only a very small portion of the number. 1
should recommend it to a missionary about to enter
China, to make himself perfectly acquainted with the
diseases of the eye. He cannot be too learned in
the ophthalmic science, for aphthalmia is more fre-
quent here than in any other part of the werld.
This arises from a peculiar, curved structure of
the eye, which is generally very small, and often
inflamed by inverted eye-lids. Ofien while dealing
out eye-water 10 a great extent, and successivel
examining the eye, I have wished to estublish a
hospita) iv the centre of the empire, in some place
easy of access by sea and by fand. I Know scarce-
ly one instance of a ciever medical man having
given himself up to the service of this distant na.
tion, with the view of promoting the gloriors gos-

and the happiness of his-fellow men. There
ve been several gentlemen both at Macao and
Canton whose praiseworthy endeavors to alleviate

8 Google N
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suffering, have been crowned with much success.
Yet we want a hospital in the heart of Chine itself,
and we want men who wish to live solely for the
canse.

‘We went farther towards the southern parts of
this island, where gan my Christian operations,
which were attended with ample success. We have
walked over many hills, and gone through numerous
valleys, carrying in our hands the Sacred smr-
tures, which found ready readers. Surely we could
not complain of their want of politeness, for all
doors were open for us, and when the people re-
luctantly saw that we would not enter their hovels,
they brought tea out to us, forcing us to take some
of this beverage.

From this island we shifted our anchorage to
Ketow paint, a head-land on the main. A great
many tea plantations are found here, and for the
first time we have seen the plant growing wild.
This district is_cultivated only in the valleys; the

ntains furnish a good deal of pasture, but the
Chinese keep only as many cattle as are_indispen-
sably necessary for the cultivation of the fields.

‘When I first went on shore, the people seemed
distrustful of receiving the word of salvation ; some-
of them hinted that our books merely contained the
doctrines of western burbarians, which were quite
at variance with the tenets of the Chinese sages.

did not undertake to contest this point with them,
but proceeded to administer relief to a poor man
who was almost blind. He was affected with this
unexpected kindness, and turning towards me said
“Judging from your actions your doctrines must be
excellent; therefore I beseech you, give me some of .
your books; though 1 myself cannot read, I have
children who can.”—From this moment the de-

for the word of God- §6 that I could
never pass u liamtet-without being importuned by
the people to impart to them the gn -ﬁdg« of di-
vine things. 1In the wide excursions which I took, I
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daily witnessed the demand for the word of God.
The greatest favor we could bestow upon the
natives, was to give them a book, which as a
precious relic was treasured up and kept for the
perusal of all their acquaintance and friends.

Having remained here seven days, we then de-
parted for other parts of the Chusan group. The
weather during this time was generally dark and
stormy. Feb. 4th, we arrived at the island Pooto.
lat. 30° 3’ N., and long 121° E.

At a distance, the island appeared barren and
scarcely habitable, but as we approached it, we
observed very prominent buildings, and large glit-
tering domes. A temple built on a projecting rock,
beneath which the foaming sea dashed, gave us
some idea of the genius of its inhabitants, in thus
selecting the most attractive spot to celebrate the
orgies of idolatry. We were quite engaged in view-
ing a large building situated in a grove, when we
observed some priests of Budha walking along the
shore, attracted by the novel sight of a ship. Scarce-
ly had we landed, when another party of priests in
common garbs and very filthy, hastened down to
us, chanting hymns. When some books were
offered them, they exclaimed, “praise be to Bud-
ha and eagerly took every volume which I had.
We then ascended to a large temple surrounded
by trees and bamboo. An elegant portal and mag-
nificent gate brought us into a large court, which
was surrounded with a long row of buildings—not
unlike barracks,—hat the dwellings of the priests.
On entering it, the huge images of Budha and his
disciples, the representations of Kwanyin, the
Goddess of Mercy, and other deformed idals, with
the spacious and well adorned halls, exhibit an im-
posing sight to the foreign spectator. With what
feelings ought a missionary to be impressed when
he sees so great a nation under the abject control
of disgusting idolatry!  Whilst walking here, I was-
stronglyreminded of Paul in Athens, when he was
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passing among  their temples and saw an altar de-
dicated “to the unknown God.” For here we also
found both a small hall and an altar covered with
white cloth, allotted to the sume purpose. 1 ad-
dressed the priests who followed us in crowds,—for
several hundreds belong to this temple; they gave
the assent of indifference to my sayings, and fixed
their whole attention upon the examination of our
clotheg 1t was satisfuctory, however, to see that
the major and intelligent part of them were so
eagerly reading our books, that they could not find
a few moments even to look at us. The treatise
which pleased them most, was a dialogue between
Chang and Yuen, the one a Christian, and the other
un ignorant heathen.  This work of the late, much
lamented Dr. Milne, contains very pointed and
just remarks, and has always been a favorite book
among the Chinese readers.

“The high priest requested an interview. He was
an old deaf man, who seemed to have very little
authority, and his remarks were common-place
enough. Though the people scemed to be great-

ly at our pp
their apprehensions gradually subsided; meanwhile
we hiad the pleasure of seeing our ship coming to
anchor in the roads. Having therefore renewed
my stock of books with a larger store, I went again
on shore. At this time the demand was much
greater, and 1 was almost overwhelmed by the num-
bers of priests who ran down upon us. Earnestly
begging at least a short tract, of which I had ta-
ken great quantities with me, I was very soon
stripped of all, and had to refuse numerous™ appli-
cations.

We afterwards followed a paved road, discover-
ing several other small temples, till we came to
some large rocks, on which we found several in-
scriptions hewn in very large letters. One of them
stated that China has sages! The excavations were
filled with small gilt idols, and superscriptions. On

original fom
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asudden we came in sight of a still larger temple
with yellow tiles, by which we immediately recog-
nized it as imperial. A bridge very tastefully built
over an artificial tank, led to an extensive area
paved with quarried stones. Though the same
architecture reigned in the structure of this larger
building as in the others, we could distinguizh a
superior taste and a higher finish. The idols were
the same, but their votaries were far more numer-
ous; indeed this is the largest temple I have ever
seen. The halls being arranged with all the tin-
sel of idolatry, presented numerous specimens of
Chinese art.

These colossal images were made of clay, and
tolerably well gilt. There were great drums ana
large bells in the temple. We were present at the
vespers of the priests, which they chaunted in the
Psl: language, not unlike the Latin service of the
mish church. They held their rosaries in their
, which rested folded upon their breasts;
one of them had a small bell, by the tinkling of
which their service was regulated ; and they occa-
sionally beat the drum and large bell to rouse Bud-
ba_to attend to their prayers. The same words
‘were a hundred times repeated.” None of the of-
ficiating personages showed any interestin t'e cere-
monies, for some were looking around, langhing and
joking, whilst others muttered their prayers. The
few people who were present, not to attend the
worship, but merely to gaze at us, did not seem in
the least degree to feel the solemnity of the service.
Though we were in a dark hall standing before
the Inrgen image of Budha, there was nothing im-
pressive: even our Ewnglish sailors were disguered
with the scene. Several times I raised my voice
i invite all to adore God in spirit and in truth,
but the minds of the priests seemed callous, and
a mere assent was all which this exhortation pro-
duced.—Though the government sometimes decries
Budhism as a dangerous doctrine, we saw papers:
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stuck up, wherein the people were exhorted to re-
pair to these temples in order to propitiate heaven
to grant a fertile spring ;—and these exhortations
were issued by the emperor himself. Whak in-
consistency !
is temple was built during the time of"“the
Leiiag dynasty, several centuries ago, (about A. .
550,) but it has undergone great repairs; and both
under the last and present dynasties has enjoyed
the imperial patronage. It was erected to em-
blazon the glotious deeds of the Goddess of Mercy,
who is m§ to have honored this spot with her
presence. On the island are two large, and sixty
small temples, which are all built in the same
style, and the idol of Kwanyin holds a prominent
station among her competitors. We were told, that
“'l"’" a spot not exceeding twelve square miles,
(for this appears to be the extent of the island,)
2000 priests were living. No females are allowed
to live on the island, nor are any laymen suffered
to_reside here, unless they be in the service of the
riests. To maintain this pnmerous train of idlers,
]’.nds on the opposite island have been allotted for
their use, which they farm out; but as this is still
inadequate, they go upon begging expeditions not
only into the surrounding provinces, but even as
far as Siam. From its being a place of pilgrim-
age also the priests derive greatprofits. Many
ick: persons, and especially successful captains, re-
thither to express their gratitude and spend
their money in this delightful spot. For this rea-
son the priests have large halls and keep a regular
i though _they live on a
very sparing diet. We never saw them use any
meat; few are decently dresseds aad fhe greater
part are very ignorant, even respecting their own
tenets. ‘We saw many young fine-looking children
whom they had bought to initiate them early in-
to the mysteries of Budhism. They complained bit-
terly of the utter decay of their en.hlugmn, and
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were anxious ‘to obtain from us some gift. To
every person who visits this island, it appears at
first like a fairy land, so romantic is everything
which meets the eye. Those large inscriptions
hewn in solid granite, the many temples which
appear in every direction, the highly picturesque
scenery itself, with its many-peaked riven, and
detached rocks, and above all a stately mausoleum,
the largest which I have ever seen, containing the
bones and ashes of thousands of priests—quite
bewilder the imagination.

After having examined all the localities, we en-
deavored to promulgate the doctrines of the gospel.

'00-t0 being a rendezvous for a numerous fleet of
boats, gave us great facility in sending books to
all the adjacent places. Nor were the people
very slow in examining us and our books When
their minds were satisfied upon the subject, they
became excessively clamorous for Christian books.
At first T had brought my stores on shore, but find-
ing that the great crowds bore me down and rob-
bed me of every leaf, I entered into a boat and
sat down, while multitudes of boisterous applicants
were on the shore. They now waded and even swam
in order to get near me, and carried off in triumph
the precious gift. Thousands and thousands of
books have thus been scattered, not in this place
only, but they have found their way into the pro-
vinces, for some persons took them purposely for
importation. He who oversees and directs all, will
send these harbingers of salvation with eagle-swift-
ness to all parts.

In order to satisfy my mind respecting founding
a depository for scriptures and tracts in one of the
temples, Itook my station in the great hall which
leads into the large temple. At this time I had
taken the precaution of guarding my back by the
wall, that . T might not be thrown down by the
crowd. Within a few minutes the priests throng-
ed around me. Though they were urgent, they
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behaved politely and begged, ulmost with tears, that
1 would give them a few tracts. How joyfully did
they retire with the books under their arms !

Thus we passed many days here, and the de-
mand for the word of God, not indeed as such,
but as being n_vew doctrine, increased daily more
and more. We afterwards ited several other
islands belonging to the Chusan group, which
teemed whith inhabitants. They are less obstacles
here to the promotion of the gospel than in many
istamds 11 the Pacific. Chey are far more popuieus,
and their inhabitants are a very thriving peoEIe, no-
ways deficient in natural understanding. English
vessels visited them occasionally, during the last
century, but they have never been accurately known
by any European navigator ; therefore we took the
trouble to explore them as far as circumstances
would permit. The great Chusan has high tower-
ing hills, and splendid fertile vallies, some of which
are allovial ground. There are_perhaps one mil-
lion of iuhabitants. Besides other places on
coast, we visited Sinkei mun, a fishing village, wi
a harbor sheltered from all winds—but the very
seat of iniquity. The natives here crowded on board;
they wanted books, und insisted upon having them ;
my great stock being almost exhausted, they offered
money and besought me not to send them empty
handed away. On one occasion, I had taken some
on shore ; several sailors acted as my safeguard,
to prevent my being_overpowered by  the crowd.
We ran for a long distance to escape their impor-
tunity, but finally they overtook us and I was lites
ally plandered. TPhous who'galaaditlietalboiftas
turned shouting, whilst the others left me with a
saddened heart, and uttering reproaches that I had
not duly provided for their wants For days T have
been solicited, but I could not satisfy the craving
desire. 1 ‘Z:mnued to retarn with a larger supply,
and hope that God will permit me to re-enter this
sphere.
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After staying a considerable time on the coast of
Beiingshan, ou the main, we reached Shih-poo in
latitude 29° 2° north ou the first ‘of April. 1
can scarcely do justice to this place, dslnghtfully
situated as it is at the bottom of a basin, having one

.of the best harbors in the world, entirely formed by

the hand of God. Hitherto the weather had heen
very boisterous and cold, a thick mist filling the
air. We_ had been weeks without seeing the sun;
even in March, and in this latitude, we had storms.
But now the spring was approaching, the wheat fields
stood in the blade, and the blossoms of the peach-
trees perfumed the air. To ramble at such a sea-
son surround~d by such scenery is true enjoyment,
and draws the heart powerfully towards the al-
mighty God. The mandarins had now givea-up
the of m_mere_jealousy,
al perhaps never try to interfere with
us anyrnmre‘ So fruitless have been all their at-
tempts to deter us from any intercourse with the
natives, that the more they strove to effect their
purpose, the more we gained our point, and the
readier we were received by the natives.

We delayed some time on the coast of Fuhkeén.
We arrived at a time of general scarcity ; the great-
er part of the people were living upon sweet pota-
toes, dried and ground; for the revolution, or
rather rebellion,- in Formosa, had prevented the
grain-junks from bringing thern the customary sup-
plies from that island. Some of the poor peasants
lived upon the ears of the green wheat, roasted
and boiled like rice. This scarcity had given
fise o piracy and _highway robbery. We spent
some time in a village inhabited by pirates, but
received no injury. Notwithstanding all these dis-
asters, the Fuhkeén men are the same enterpris-
ing class which they have been for centuries, en-
g{ﬁﬁrg all the trade of the coast. elook for

the time, when they will be brought to the obe-
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pdience of the gospel, and become the medium of
communication with all parts of China. 1 had here
alsa an. epportunity of scattering the light of di-
vine truth, thouhg on a smaller scale, for we stayed
only a short time.

In our excursions we examined Kin-mun, a large
islai.d to the north of Amoy harbor. Here were
immense rocks piled upon each other, just as though
done by human hands. Though very sterile, it has
at least 50,000 inhabitants, who are enterprising

or sailors. Sq of

importance we may be said to_have discovered,
for they are’ not known to any European clse, nor
were they ever visited by Europeans, if we except
, Jesuits. As it is not my intention to give any geo-
ﬂ'nphlcal sketches, I refrain from enumerating them.

owever as our commercial relations are at the
present inoment on such a basis as to warrant a
~ontinuation of the trade all along the coast, we
hope ‘hat this may tend ultimately to the intro-
duction of The gospel, for which many doors are
opened-—Millions-of Bibles and tracts will be need-
ed to supply the wants of this people. God, who in
his mercy has thrown down the wall of national se-
paration, will carry on the work. We look up to the
ever blessed Redeemer to whom China witg all its
millions is given: and in the faithfulness of his pro-
mises, we anticipate the glorious day of a general
conversion, and are willing to do our utmost in
order to promote the great work.

After a voyage of six months and nine days,
we reached Lintin,sear Macao, on the 20th of
April. Praised be God for all his mercies and
B during such a perilous voyage!

urther _account of the island of Poo.to will be given in
P st i s
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PENAL LAWS OF CHINA.

Tae Chinese government is divided intv se-
veral distinct, though not altogether independeat,
departments. = Of these, the six Tribunals,—name-
ly (1.) the Le Poo, or that of Civil Office; (2.) the

oo Poo, or that of Revenue; (3.) the Le Poo, that
of Rites; (4.) the Ping Poo, that of War; (5.) the
Hing Poo, that of Punishments; and (6) the Kung
Poo, or Tribunal of Public Works,—are the most im-
portant, and correspond to the six last of the seven
divisions of the penal laws. The first division,
containing general laws, or preliminary regulations,
we have already noticed; and will now procced to
the next division.

IL. Cwit Laws. These refer to the adminis-
tration of the civil government, and are divided
into two books; the first is headed “system of
government,” and the second, “conduct of magis-
trates.”

Concerning hereditary succession, the first topic
under the first of these two subdivisions the law
is, that every officer, whose rank and title are he-
reditary, shall be succeeded in them by his prin-
cipal wifé's eldest son, or by his legal representa- -
tive; if such son and his representative are de-
ceased or incapacitated to succeed, the son next
in age or his representative shall be called to the
succession ; and if there are no such sons or re-

resentatives, the sons of the other wives and their
legal representatives shall, according to seniority,
be entitled to the succession.—But whoever enters
on the succession to an hereditary dignity in vio-
lation of the order prescribed by this luw, shall

* Continued from page 19.

Gougle ke




62 Pcnal Laws of China. Jusg,

be punished for such offense with one hundred
blows and three years' banishment.—None of the
hereditary dignities which existed previous to the
Mantchou Tartar conquest, appear to have been
recognized by the present government, excepting
ouly that which is attached to the family of Con-
fucius, “whoce real or supposed descendants are
at this dvy distinguished with peculiar titles of
BonGCH Rl A KR public expense.

If any civil officers, who have not distinguished
themselves by extraordinary services to the state,
are recommended to the consideration of the em-
peror, as deserving the highest hereditary honors,
such officers and those who recommend them, shall
suffer death; those however, who are recommended
to such honors in consequence of their being the
lineal descendants of officers who have averted na-
tional calamities, protected the empire, and con-
tributed to the establishment of the imperial fami-
ly, shall be free from any liability to the penaltics
of this law. 5

‘The appointment and removal of officers depen
on the autherity-of the_emperor. ~If any great of-
ficer of state presume to confer any appoiatment
on his own authority, he shall suffer death by
being beheaded. Notwithstanding this law, the
governors  of the provinces are constantly in
the habit of filling vacancies in the inferior offices;
but this is always done by virtue of authority
supposed to be conferred by the emperor, and is
generu"y stated to be only ad interim, until his
majesty’s pleasure is known.—In every public of-
fice or tribunal, whether at court or in the provinces,
the number of officers, clerks, and attendants to be
employed, is established by law. Nevertheless,
“when necessary,” officers of government may hire
persons to assist in collecting lhe d-me-. or in
completing the registers of the p

Officers of government are prohibited from leav-
ing their respective stations, except on account of
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immediate attendance on his majesty, the object
of which rfay be, either the betraying of the secrets
of the state, unwarrantable pretensions to offices
of power and emolument, or joint addresses to the
Sovsraign;for peivata: ahdibulke L IpEVONERE]
subject all the parties guilty of such an offense,
to suffer death, and their wives and children to
perpetual banishment.

Al officers and others in the employ of go-
vernment, are required to make themselves perfect
in the knowledge of the laws, so as to be able to
explain clearly their meaning and intent, and w

“superintend and insure their execution. At the

close of every year they must all undergo an-ex-
amination ; and if they are found deficient in knowl-
edge of the laws, they shall forfeit one month’s
salary when holding official, and receive forty blows
when holding any of the inferior, stations. And all
be their calling,
“who are found capable of explai the nature,
and comprehending the objects of the laws, shall
receive pardon-in all cases of offenses resulting
purely from accident, or imputable to them only
from ‘the guilt of others, provided it be the first
offense, and not implicmerr with any act of trea-
son_or rebellion.”

Those who delay or neglect to execute orders of
g hod and discard edicts and seals
of office, fail to report to their superiors, or are
guilty of-errors and informalities in their public do-
cuments, together with all those who are convicted
of altering any official dispatch, or of using of-
ficial seals, or of neglecting to use them, accord-
ingto the established regulation of the empire, are
liable to the “ appropriate penalties” of the law.—
No part of the penal laws is better devised than this,

- which is intended to regulate the conduct of ma-

istrates ;—the rutes are good, but in practice the]
:n almost eutirety nvghgml. 7
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IL Fiscar raws. This, division in the origi-
nal, which has been closely followed in the trans-
lation, is divided into about eighty sections; se-
veral of these, however, refer to the same general
subject.

'he laws concerning the enrollment of the peo-
ple are very plain and definite. Al persons what-
ever shall be registered according to their respec-
tive professions or vocations, whether civil or mili-
tary, whether post-men, artisans, physicians, astro-
logers, laborers, musicians, or of any other denomi-
nation whatever. When a family has omitted to
make any entry whatever in the public recister,
the master thereof, if possessing lands charge-
able with contributions to the revenue, shall be
punished with one hundred blows; but if he
possess no such property, with eighty blows
only. When any master of a family, has among his
household, who i in fact, a dis-
tinet family, but omits to make a corresponding
entry in the public register, or registers them as
members of his own family, he shall be punished
with one hundred blows, if such strangers possess
taxable property, and with eighty blows if they
do not possess such property; and if the person
harbored is not a stranger, but a relative, possess-
ing a separate establishment, the punishment of
the master so offending, shall be less than as afore-
said, by two degrees, and the person harbored shall
be liable to the same punishment. In all these
cases the register is to be immediately corrected.
Children are to be entered on the public register
at the age of four years; but the period of liability
to public service, 1s between sixteen and sixty.—
In all the districts of the empire, one hundred
families shall form a division, in order to provide a
head and ten assessors, whose duty it is to oversee
and assist in the performance of all public duties.
These are to be chosen from among the most
respectable men in the district, persons of mature
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age, but who have never held say civil or military
employment, nor been convicted of any crime.
These “elders” must see that all the families in
their respective divisions have been registered, and
failure in doing this exposes them to the bamboo.
The returns of population are to be made annually.

Ve will uotice in this connection the rule of
succession and inheritance ; but the laws of marriage,
which have a place in this division of the code,
will be reserved and form a part of a separate ar-
ticle at another time.—The eldest son of rhe prin.
cipnl wife, as in the case of “ hereditary dignities,
comes first in the succession; and after him the
other sons or representatives according to seniori-
ty. A man who has no male issue shall choose
one from among those of the same surname, who
is known to be descended from the same ance:
tors, beginning with his father's issue, next with
his relations of the first degree, then those of the
secoud, then those of the third, and last with those
of the fourth degree; on failure of these, he is at
liberty to choose whomsoever he may prefer among
those of the same surname; and if afterwards a
son is born, he and the adopted child shall parti-
cipate equally in the family property. But no heir
can be chosen to supply the place of a son of
the first wife, before she has completed her fif-
tieth year.

The regulations concerning the land-taz consti-
tute a very important branch of the fiscal laws of
China. Whether the tenure by which the land is
in general held, is of the nature-of a freehold, and
vested in the landholder without limitation or con-
trol, or whether the sovereign is in fact, the ex-
clusive proprietor of the soil, while the nommul
landholder is no more than the steward of hi
master, question which our translator has dis-
cussed with his ulnul ability. The truth, he thinks,
in this case, lies between the two extremes. Tt is
well known that several of the richest
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in Canton have considerable landed possessions,
which they esteem as the most secure, if not the
most important portion of their property. The or-
dinary contribution of the landholder to the revenue
i8 supposed ot to exceed one tenth of the produce,
a proportion which leaves enough in his hands, to
enable him to reserve a considerable income to
himself, after discharging the wages of the labor-
ers, and the interest of the capital employed in
the cultivation of his property. Tt is chicfly upon
this income that all the superannuated, superseded,

ployed officers of g ; all mer-
chants retired from, and no longer engaged in busi-
ness; all those Tartar families who hold their pro-
perty in China under a species of feudal vassaluge ;
and, lastly, all farmers and others not actually labor-
ing agriculturists, must be supposed to subsist. As
there are no public funds in China, the purchase
of land is the chicf, if not the only mode of render-
ing capital productive with certainty and regularity,
and free from the anxiety and risk of commercial
adventure.”

On the other hand, it appears from the Penal
Code itself, “that the proprictorship of the land-
holder is of a very qualified nature, aud subject to
a degree of interference and control on the part of

overnment, not known or endured under the most
lespotic of the governments of Europe.” By one
section of the law, the proprietor of land seems to
be almost entirely rest icted from disposing of it
by will; by another, it appears that the inheritors
must share it amongst them in certain established
proportions. Those lands are forfeited, which the
Ernpriemrs do not enter on the public register, ac-

ledging th 1 ponsible for the pay-
ment of taxes upon them ; and in some cases lands
seem to be liable to forfeiture, “merely because
they are not cultivated when capable of being so.”
It appears very evident from the whole tenor of
the laws, as well as from other considerations,
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that the Chinese goverument feels no small solicitude
in providing for the necessary wants of the people.
And on this account, as well as for raising a re-
venue, they endeavor to secure the cultivation of
all the lands in the empire, and have framed their
laws accordingly. Whoever neglects to cultivate
his iands or to pay his taxes, exposes himself to
punishment.

The tazes are paid both in moncy and kind.

to the coinage,
lhere are founderies and mints, where the metal is -
prepared and cast, and also store-houses in which
the coin is deposited, until required for public ser-
vice. The quantity of metal coined in the former,
and the periods of its issue from the latter, are
fixed by the Board of Revenue, “in order that the
successive supplies of coin for the use of the people
may correspoud with their wants, and be regulated
according to the market-prices of gold, silver, grain,
and other articles in general use and consumption.”
Tn no private dwelling of any soldier or c
shall any utensils of copper be used, except mirrors,
military arms, bells and articles especially conse-
crated to religious purposes. Whatever quantity
any individual may have in excess, he is permitted
1o sell to government, and at a fixed rate. And
whoever buys or sells copper clandestinely, or con-
ceals the same in his house, shall be punished with
the bamboo.

On_account of the inconvenience which would
attend the payment of large sums in their coin, of
which they have only one kind (the tseén, or cash),
and as paper currency is not in use, ingots of sil-
ver, of one and of ten Chinese ounces (leing or
taels) weight, are used in payments to gevernment.
Gold is also used.—Whoever has the charge of
collecting or receiving money due to government,
“shall be answerable for the delivery of the same
in no other than perfectly pure bullion, whether gold
or silver.”—The regulations concerning the receipt
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and issues of public stores, are too numerous, "and
unimportant to be enumerated here. Suffice it to
remark, that the whole impost on the summer har-
vest must be paid before the end of the 7th moon,
and that on the autumnal harvest, by the end of the
12th moon.—The total amount of the revenue col-
lected in the Chinese empire is said to be about
sizty-siz millions of pounds sterling, annually; of
which only twelve are remitted to Peking, while
fifty-four are retained in the provinces. These
sums, says sir George, are probable not fur from
the truth; though on such a subject the accuracy
of the information must be in some degree ques-
tionable.

Duties on salt form a considerable branch of the
revenue. This trade is a monopoly, and through-
out the empire is carried on by a limited number
of merchants, who are licensed by government,
and whose proceedings are under the inspection
and control of officers especially appointed to that
service. These merchants are usually rich and
respectable. The laws which regulate the trade
are very specific, as well as rigorous; and those
who violate them are subject to heavy penalties.
There are duties also levied on tea, and various
other articles for “the home consumption.” In
short, all merchants who defraud the revenue, « by
not duly contributing the amount of the rated and
established duties on their merchandize, shall be
punished with fifty blows, and forfeit to govern-
ment half the value of the goods smuggled ; three
tenths of such forfeiture shall be given to the in-
former, but no such reward shall be allowed, when
I ggled goods are di d i
by the regular officer on duty. Whoever conveys
goods through a barrier or ‘custom-house station,
without taking out the regular permit, shall be lia-
ble to all the ordinary penalties of smuggling.
All large trading vessels also, which navigate the
seas, shall on reaching their destined port, deliver
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to the officers of the custom-house, ““a full and true
manifest of all the merchandize on boare
duties payable thereon may be duly assessed and
paid.—All duties must be paid to government
within the year in which they are due.

Private property likewise comes under the cog-
nizance of government. “ Whoever lends his mon-
ey or other property of value, in order to derive
profit from such transaction, shall be limited to tire
receipt of an_interest on the amount or value of
the loan, at the rate of three per cent. per month.”
—This is considerably above the ordinary rate of
interest in this part of the country. To lend upon
pledges, is also a very frequent practice in China.
Shops of money-lenders, where deposits may be
made of any kind of personal property, are extreme-
ly numerous in all parts of the empire, and, in
general, upon a scale of greater respectability than
establishments of a similar nature in Europe !

Sales, markets, and manufactures are the last
topics treated of in this division of the Penal Code.
Tn every city, public market, and sea-port, where
licensed agents are stationed by government, it
shall be the duty of such agenis to keep an offi-
cial register of all the ships and merchants that
successively arrive, describing their real names and
references, and also the marks, numbers, quantity
and quality of goods brought to the market; who-
ever transgresses this law shall receive sixty blows,
and be expelled from the service. All unfair tra.
ders “shall be severely punished; and whoever
procures or makes use of fulse tweights, measures,
and scales, shall veceive sixty blows. Ifa private
individual manufuctures any article for sale, which
is not as strong, and_durable, and genaine, as it
s professed to be, or if he prepares and sells any
silks or other stuffs of a thinner or slighter tex-
ture and quality, narrower or shorter, than the cus-
tomary standard, he shall be punished with fifty

ws. "
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IV. RirvaL taws. The emperor, and his great
officers of government, are the only persous who are
allowed to offer the great sacrifices, aud perform the
sacred rites of the celestial ewpire. The monarch
himselfis the high priest of the nation; and his
vassals are the ministers who do his will, and aid
in the politico-religious services of the state. But

. the priests, properly so called, and the penple, both

soldiers and citizens, are forbidden to participate
in the highest religious solemnities of the nation.

All those officers whose duty it is to superintend
and aid in the imperial sacrificial rites, must pre-

.pare themselves for every such occasion by absti-

nence ; and whoever either by cating or drinking,
by hslamng to music or retiring to the apartments
of his wives and_concubines, by mourning for the
dead or visiting the sick, by taking cognizance of
capital offenses, or by partaking of public feasts,
fails so to do, shall forfeit one month’s salary.
And whoever neglects duly to prepare the animals,
precious stoues, silks, nm{v grain for the grand sac-
rifices shall receive one hundred blows. And who-
ever destroys or damages, whether intentionally or
not, the altars, mounds, or terraces consecrated to
the sacred rites, shall receive one hundred blows,
and be Ferpetunlly banished.—In all the provincial
cities of the first, second, and third order, the
local genii, the genii of the hills, the rivers, the
winds, the clouds, and of the lightnings, also the
ancient holy emperors, enlightened kings, faithfal
ministers, and illustrious sages, shall be honored
“ by oblations and other holy rites.”
'f P of ancient emp:

and princes, and the tombs of saiuts, sages, faith-
ful ministers, a.d other illustrious individuals, shall
be carefully preservod; and no person shall pre-
sume, on pain of receiving eighty blows, to feed
cattle, cut wood, or to guide the plough, in the
places where tie cemains of such distinguished
personages are deposited.
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The laws respecting unlicensed forms of worshiy
magicians, leaders of sects, and teachers of false
doctrines, we quote entire.

w10 any privte furily porforms the servmony of the adoraion

of heaven and the north star, burning incense for
during the night, lighting Ayl i el
the north star, med a_profanation of
these sacred rites, and derogatory to the celestial spirits; the
parties corcerned therein shall accordingly be punished with
cighty blows—Whn the wives or dasghists are guity ofthese
ds a

offenses, the fathers shall be.held respovsil
1 ho priests of Fil and Tuowsue aflo burmns incense
and propacing an oblaton, ' miae e rites, they

also shall be punished us aforesaid, and moreover be_ expelled
from the order of priesthood.—If any officers of government,
diere o ctaene porait the sl bekonging o their fumien
to go abroad (o the temples of priests, in order to burn in
conse in token of worship, they shall be punished with forty
blowe; but when widows,or iher wornen not usdet the guardl
anship of men, commit the same offense, the punishment shall
i on theraoiveso—The swperio of the templs 4od.
o the guer chll lsobe sqully punished for aditiog them.
icians, who raise evil spirits by means of magical books,
a0 dire hprecations laaders of correpd and. implous. wtt,
members of all superstitious associations in general, whether
denominating themselves Mi.e.fo or Pe.lien-kiaou, o in any

ns(
by thei wicked and disbolcal pratices and docripes. Whe
such pertons, having in their possesion concealed images of

¥ romaining in
the accessorics shall severally receive
and be perpetually banished to the distance

d
41 al any time the peopls wheler. wldiers o ctsens,dres
and ornament their  idols, and afier accompanying them tumul.
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“The Cheistian seet,” remarks the lrunslnlor, “ig
ip this code entirely passed over in silence.” In
clauses added since the translation was made, the
Seyang jin and the teén-choo keaou are noticed.
Our limits forbid us here to enter on the discus-
sion of this subject; but we purpose soon to re-
car to it again, and will then lay before our read-
ers all the information, worthy of noticr, wiicl

we can sections
sundry “miscellancous observances,” close this divi-
ion of the code. Medicines and provisions, equi-
ruge and furniture, are to be well chosen and du-
ed for his majesty.—Private individuals
are proluhlled from keeping in their possession,
celestiul images, astrological books, and books for
calculating fortunes, and so forth.—The houses,
apartments, carriages, dress, furniture, and other
articles used by the officers of government, and by
the people in general, shall be comformable to the
established rules and gradations. “Priests of Foe*
or Tao-sse,” must visit their parents, sacrifice to their
ancestors, and mourn for their relations “in the
same manner as is by law required from the people
in general.”—The celestial bodies and phenomena
must all be carefully observed and noted. Con-
jurers and fortune-tellers must not frequent the
houses of any civil or military officers, under pre-
tense of prophesying to them future events ; this law
shall not however be understood to prevent them
from telling the fortunes and casting the nativities
individuals, by the stars, in the usual manner.—
Such are lhe ritual laws of China !
* In the Asis

dournal. this word has been (equently wrtien Fubi oc
work, refeming (in No. xusiw, for Oct. 1583,
P 8) 1o a correction of thia error, which was pointed out the
Canton Reginter romarks that 3his e and unfounded cxprevion,
correct or monly’ wsod 84 that of Hudha pricete
unian's tranlation of
the notes."—Fuk.he,
undor of the Chinese zmym- ma
Know. +as commonly used a5
whon used correctly, to those priests themsel g
BB b Poerihe s crmeranhy of Fol i o B Cluams
abbreviation of Fulltoo, r Budha.
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MISCELLANIES.

the history and chronology of China, the
-rlu-lgudullolht esent time. /ByPhnlwﬁ:m

Iz is a trite remark, that in no country of Europe, or of
the whole globe, is thero so much samencss (o be found as in

China. Observo the physiognomy, the ci and_the
stitations of the people, and you find only a slight difference
between the inhabitants of the several provincos. View their

ties, houses, temples, and public courts, and how little do
they difie from each other, though separnind [n diiance wore
h honwand miles. ‘Toe diveriies in the
wnd in thew whole modo of . are iadesd %0 Sght 4 10 b6
almost._imperceptible to @ Imngﬂ. o, on weeiog then foe m-

rst lime, can scarcely distinguish an inhabitant of
o+ moiee bl Coats T et rorrades sieo theis
rature ; the Chinese thoughts are n thei
i the louroed individon] o sother” stly given &
new edition.

When we_consult their history, we meet with the same bar.
renness of deas, arising from their uniformity in all ages. The
history of the nation is involved in that of the emperor j—he

s st in

d_ censure, which .mpn..- ot
we hnd in the records concerning the lives
Ym d Shun, the celebrated er of
Satiquity, o frequently mentioned in their annale, are- held up
as examples worthy of imits d_the emperor whom the
modern historians  would »raise, exhibited as the riv-.\ of
their virtues. But when proiligacy and tyranny meet with just
releibution,  and. tho nal oo o tho hatelil voin aod
murders the opy wtori
in poriyieg & 1 e S -gions, a prodigy
cruel oy can sokhen prosryo the -dn-
i o i frequently recommended;
they scarcely ever dare (o represent the = aring oty of 1
gmperos whoon good, quliie. greriiusee_
Hence great veneration, and
dmn- preme the mation pays to the #son of heaven, "
the _personified colestal virtue, whose paternal care and com-
passion extend beyond g it e
Original o
by G0~ vgle UNIVERSITY:
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pations. These notions have even reached Europe; and many
learned men, after perusing the historical panegyrics of Du
Halde and of others, consider the Chinese government the
tand glorious which ever existed, or which now
globe. And even now, if we regard merely tho
is “common  political and fender father, we are in.
duced to belisve that Chita can boust the only patrinrchal
government which has survived the wreck of time which
continues to lavish its divine blessings on the lml ions of its
children. But these hulor al and political delusions vanish

fore  scrutinizin nd we see in this universal father
of. mankind, nulhmg Tat a doogot. who tramples on_the laws
of_the country, and keeps the nation under iron bond-n.

The great mass of historians were mere adulators, and if
there has been an_honorable exception, his voice was either sup-
pressed, or uttered only to late posterity, when another dynasty
SE80 tLa Bicous.  Thare wero howerer privioged and imperial
writers, charged with the office of duly representing the actions
of their sovereign—without the varnish of flattery—as an example
nation boasts so long a series of historians
The unchangeable nature of the Chinese
written language, is well adapted o preserve the relations of
events, to all generations, down (o the Inst day. Their his-
torical details received no borrowed aid from foreign nations ;
had n Thucydxde- or Tacitus as models, but wrote in
theit own original way. Ignorant of ofher uatione, they con-
BT o o o country, and_mention: bar-
barians” ovly as they came in contact with them. As they
constitute so great a portion of the inhabitants of the glob!.
their history on this account, notwithstanding all its defects, is
very valuable. It will also be worthy of our consideration (o
investigate the means by which so immense a mass of people
hus been kept together, whilst every other nation, with very
few exceptions, has dwindled to nothing, or lost its pationality
under the influence of foreign conquerors. A stady of this
history will_furnish us the means (o become infimately ac.
ined with the Cirtmese character, and with
pf.nﬂlm of the celestial government, Here existed a state with.
of classtc lore, a8 overthrown, but never
annihilated, and_withstan the_inronds of all.de-
stroying time. The Chineso empire i
Whilst the Babylonian, Persian, Grecian, Ro
monarchics now exist only  in the records of history, China,
though the cotemporary of them all, is still in vigor, and was
never so great in extent of territory ns at the present moment.
What a prospect does it present in a religious point of view !
All, even the most savage nations, have undergone great chan-
by the introduction of new creeds. Exlerminating wars
[0 Twept the western parts of Asia, have desolated Europe,
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and even raged in America; but China, though it has partially
adopted one foreign superstition, has never been stirred by its
influence to bl . Southern Asia may have been en-
veloped darkness, have sunk under the bur-
don of myriads of daitis, aad made. degrading and sbomioe.
ble suporsiiions the sol o
numerable. idols, bu

in the ofpl nstitutions, and
mews of lfs, We ‘rad of 1o legislative pr
vert old cwoml to establish their own systems on lhll‘ ruins.

laws of nu-. = adapted to the

. Even popery, which never

reduced to the  necessil ing idolatrous
arising from the peculiar constitution of the country. No bulls
of excommunication from the pope can entirely do away the
evil; the Chinese remain Chinese, even when papists.
‘True, pure Clmmlm!y. which with its celestial power nhdna- the
fiercest barbarians, never entered China, to contest the

comprehend, till eternity unfold to us the mystery. Let us how.
ever cherish the hope, that in these latter days, the glory of the
Saviour will be revealed to all flesh, and his name be adored by all
the millions of this empire. When God lays his hand upon them,
human customs crumble into dust, how deeply and how long
soever cherished.

Mobammedanism, which in the soring.tide of its youth in.
undaied so greaf a. portion of Asia, Africa, and e

N on the frontiers of China. Timur,

Lconquering Tirmur, was smatched away by death, when on
the eve of iavading Cuibm, 0.0 prool , by the sword, the
law of the prophet. Comparatively o i e
found fre aud of them, although the unity of the Deity i the
nent point of their croed, there is not one who does
ot partcipate in sloairons ntee.

We have only touched upon a few topics, which may en.

e the futare s of 3 i Sucha work is
v mocded at the present moment; could it bo composed
St the s Reati s Tusitn, and writin in the plesing
styl Robertson, it would excite a livelier interest in be.
BAIF of CMIBE. ~Thore are abundant materiala; bet fhey voyeics
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a man of unbinsed mind, and conversant with Chinese man.
ners and_language, to make the proper ge.
- We cannot ex, ention of Enropeans will
be atiracted to 1nis_country, unless we endeavor-to give China
that_considesation in aiaminiof nations, which- she-deserves.
To sumulate those who are competent to the task, these
lines arc written, and we expect not to plead in vain.—The
hnury itselfl might be treated in the Chinese way, of periods,
ich comprise the time each successive dynasty reigned ; or, in
. more extensive view of ancient, middle, and modern history.
we ought to conform ourselves (o the taste of western wri.
m-. the latter mode is preferable.

Ancient history might extend from the creation of the world
to the extinction of the latter Han dynasty, and of the San
Kwé, or Three States, which succeeded it, 4. b. 279,

Like all histories of those remote times, tiTs 15 composed of
fables, interwoven with a et deal of truth, or modeled ac-
ealding to the course of events in later ages. There is

only one_record—the Mo-lc—umnlhed by the plagiarism of
lnyﬂwlugxnl ingenuity; all others are more or less tinctured
he nl-urdmu of fiction. The Chinese are less extrava.
an the Hindoos, the western Asiatics, Grecks,

pz-n-, ke prosaic way which is characteris.
tic of the nation, they describe what they received as tradi.
m-. or imagined to have taken place. Even in the records
of this distant country, under all the rubbish in which they are
B s e & rmmbiance o tia. duin of the Mosio
revelation. To reconcile all the discrepancies would indeed be
a fruitloss attempt, for how can we find the clie to these
variati But we shall arrive near the truth, if receiving
implicitly the genuine account drawn up by an unerring Hand,
we regard it as the touchstone by which to try all historical
veracity. We are fully awnre that repeated attempis to remove
these discrepancies have proved abortive ;—and though the infidel
may exult at the differences both in chronology and history, yet
ifferences upon closer inspection are after all compara.
tively small, yea, less puzzling than the details of many events
which have trar in our own times.

The _first n which arises, when we are informed
tm China Pmper has a wpul-mn of 360 millions, is—from

did 50 numerous a le spring? None of all the
e mhich hare nnm.welv Bk ahafiaver st
such_immense m e observe in the features of
the Chinese any great variety, we might imagine that several
tribes of central Asin, or of the Caucasian race, had left their

and emigrated to these eastern and more fertile lands,
that centuries had amalgamated them, and they had become one
nation. If this was the fact, it must have heen ata very early
period; for at the present moment no trace of their national
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remains. “There in the wost siriking uniformily in
nces of &l the mllions of Chisewe, whether lving
near the Great “l“, or on the frontiers of Burmah and (/n.
chiochina.  Even climate, that sovereign distinguisher of our
race, exercises only a partial influence upon frame and
color. We may assert positively, that no nation in the world
can boast_an_ cqual similiudo.of

variety of countent le of
the eye, stature, &, oot
mation; even in Hindostan ti

striking. But China is the

e in everything s » sight  divevaity in the gosersl cast of
countenance scarcely percepnlﬂ-. or something as extraordinary,
constitutes the only vi
T ot aihen 4 nnmnl lo consider. (he whole Chisees
nded from

iorical fuct, which deies the scruples and arguments of the

scoptic; and as Christ, himself the_truth—declared this,—i

would be the greaiest impiety to doubt what all nations z.lm

acknowledge or imply. Even in the Chineso history

vomrte fighon, w3 Gah e h fhint esubinooe o the Bals
d

“The Chinese anpals before the flood, seem entirely inter.
woven with maxims of state policy, the result of subsequent
experience and long research, during the reigns of many
sococsive amporors.” But_the  biorians bave bersin fallen
into & grest eror. lo following up the courss of events
1o their source, and discoveriag. the meandering Fvalets Which
meet from different dircctions, and contribute their_share to

enlarge the river, all at once we find the river itself without
nches. To sce therefore already an_emperor,
¢ being lfornad foe whence the sbprejaxt
originaedr—is carrying hstorical fction, Tnerence, and aceom,
modation rather (oo f 2d they sopped bere it would
be wel, et they g0 oy farles e o runt 8 g
ued b meat

f laws issued by the pnllevplll emperor
frybclle Byl Bl fon b ol v

and the problems hem:
olved and domonsirated, to tha . regular cyole and calendar
can be intrody
Now to bo told that all this was d ose by the antedilurisne
sounds rat ngoiy,lo-y the least, it ient
Simplicity in the gurh of mojern o
the lawe of expeionce and pature, which conuiute tme_ the
e of improrement. The histrical versity of tho enlet
Chinces anuale o therefore as ‘mythological
accounts of other nations -mm‘ e golden. nges rath i
commingled with all thes none but & master spirit
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can fiod amidst all this rabbish, the waterials for drawing a
true pictare. To obviate every misunderstanding, however,
which might uriss flom thew remarks, we cxproms our frm
conviction that the human famuly subsequent fo the fall, pos.

sessed & vigorous understanding, und were able to invent %
only those things indispensably necessary for their existence,
but even (o cultivate arts, in order (o render life ngreeable.
Yet the tendency of their inventions surcly diffored widely from
ours, as the external causes ave rise Lo invention were
Dot the same. It is a fundamental error of some historians to
describe our first ancestors as rude and brutish, like the savages
of New Zealand or New Hollnod, whose minds are obscured
and debased, by the operation of the common lendencies of the
human heart 1o degenerate. Writers of this description might
Jearn @ lesson from the Chiinese; who, however, go to the op-
posite extreme. Man, the crown of creation, bearing upon his
front the image of God, though greatly clouded, is stll ennobled
by it, and can_claim the highest intelligence us his i linr
prerogative. The degeneracy of his pusterity, and their be-
0% S7en Wke ruitu, proves vothiog ugaiowt this asertion,

To the disappointment of unbelievers, an account of the de-
Inge is found in the Chinese annals, and the time of this great
evedt differs very [ittle from that ussigned to it by the scriptural
chronology. Thie error of the historians, in dating the reign
of the succeeding emperors from this catastrophe, without
informing us how the empire was revived, after having been deso-
Inted and depopulated by the elements, i here again as great as
before ; and it shows that the writers who lived in the middle
ages were little conversant with the primeval formation of states.
lx is also a speaking proof, that very litlle true history has been
nemitted to posterity from those ancient times, and that the
Chlm labor under the same difficulties, in this respect, as all
other nations, the Hehrewl excepted. How great sover the

f © been under Tsin chehwang, (« the
fiest emperor Tsin,”) in 200 5, 0 it ceralnly cannot bo Lelloved,
that so many thousand copies, in the hands of so many millions

persons, us it is asserted, could all have perished. If we fix the
foundation of the Chinese empire 2200 years 8. c. we hope not
to be far from the truth, though we have mo certain historical
data o guide us. The reason for fixing upon this period is,
that this was a time when the posterity of the antediluvians
began to spread abroad into the four quarters of the world.
Family after family left the abodes of their ancestors, and
p-J away to inhabit the desolate places of the earth. But
to account for so distant a migration as that from western Asia
to the eastern extremes of this continent, is rather a difficult
task. Yet we ought to remember that a higher than human
hand guides the nations in their movements, and that the same
Providence who called the immense hordes of barbarians from
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s frontiers of China to Earope, iu the fith and sixth cen-
M ‘alvo guide. the tepe of s fow fumilios in. their

Sl mignition, Foc il mabass ittt

one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of

the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and

the bouns of their habitation.

ot rather dovful whether (he fine, during (eRich e
brated rors, Yao o B, (S Yo, we mid fo e
hvod. from 2317 1o 2107 ly stated in e Chic

correctl
mnee smsak. Wo ‘woukl tct biuiets 1o S20gh 10 et §
viod 800 or 400 vears later; but as it is, we frankly confess,

ble 1o solve the difficultios which the pres.
other hand, neither the Chinese,

p us
Chinese constitution of
Every insitution and imaportast law i do.
rived from the wisiom. By their management, as the Chi-
nese_histories and classics inform us, the empire reached the
a of civilization,—the golden age of virtue and of
w» o not_doubt, that these founders
superior_talents, and wero
sl W oo sublime principles; otherw
fhey” could nover have becoms wi
also that the historian ascribes to Ih:m the ong

i of a long i
yery early dege nhgenzmled,

Te-hwae, the
0
ad this been

v possil
he then_thoso tribes on the_southwes(, hh probably
sent theso “tribute bearers,” could as well have made excur-
mesern parts of Asia

oo
isterons, and flourishing sta
antiquity. A1l this only oy pmuh that the
ndergreatdi lnu from |-luin‘ the foundati

h-lof!hT
history AR Shoo_
King and Chun Tovws e ol o

undeithe-mame-ofthe Five Classics. 'n-cl.n‘luv--udy
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